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Rule 6 – Citations Not Binding 
 References made to the SGA Constitution, the SGA Policies Manual, or other 

rules in this document are meant to help the reader and do not impact the rules' 

validity or interpretation. Any mistakes in these references are not important and 

do not change the rules themselves. 

Rule 7 – Parliamentary Authority 

 The Supreme Court adopts Robert’s Rules of Order: Newly Revised 12th 

Edition as its parliamentary manual and shall be used to resolve all matters not 

addressed in these rules. These rules shall prevail in all cases of contradiction 

between these rules and Robert’s Rules of Order. The Attorney General shall serve 

as the Parliamentarian of the Supreme Court. 

 

Administration 

Rule 8 – Officers of the Supreme Court 
 The Supreme Court shall have three officers responsible for the 

administration of the Supreme Court. The officers shall consist of the Chief Justice, 

the Associate Chief Justice, and the Attorney General 

 The Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice shall be elected by the 

Supreme Court to a term of one (1) calendar year as described by Article V, Section 

2, Paragraph 1 of the SGA Constitution. The Chief Justice and Associate Chief 

Justice may 
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 The Chief Justice, or their designee, shall represent the Supreme Court in all 

matters except as designated by the Supreme Court. 

 The Chief Justice shall be responsible for enforcing all rules and regulations 

of the Supreme Court. 

Rule 10 – Responsibilities of the Associate Chief Justice 
 The Associate Chief Justice shall discharge all duties of the Chief Justice 

should they be incapable of doing so (SGA Constitution Article V, Section 2, 

Paragraph 1). In the event of vacancy of the Chief Justice, the Associate Chief 

Justice shall become the Acting Chief Justice 
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Rule 12 – Management of Records 
 The Attorney General shall be responsible for maintaining all records of the 

Supreme Court and furnishing them upon a valid request of any Justice, the SGA 

Secretary, the SGA President, the SGA Advisor, or any entity as may be required by 
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semester. The regular schedule will only become binding upon a two-thirds 

affirmative vote of the Supreme Court. The schedule may be amended by the 

Supreme Court on the recommendation of the Chief Justice with the concurrence of 

two-thirds of Justices present and voting. 

Rule 16 – Special Meetings 
 For important matters that require urgent consideration by the Supreme 

Court, a special meeting may be called by the Chief Justice, Associate Chief Justice, 

or Attorney General with the lattermost only upon the request of a majority of 

Associate Justices. 

 The notice for a special meeting must be provided at least forty-eight hours in 

advance of such a meeting. The notice shall include the agenda for the meeting and 

the reason for the call. Only items described in the call may be considered at a 

special meeting. 

Rule 17 – Executive Session 
 From time to time, the Supreme Court may need to consider matters of grave 

importance in secrecy. In such cases, the Supreme Court may adjourn and enter 

executive session upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting membership 

present. 

Rule 18 – Quorum 
One half of Justices, rounded up, are required to establish quorum at a 

meeting of the Supreme Court. However, from time to time, the Supreme Court may 

recess or adjourn with fewer.  

Rule 19 – Notice of Absence 
 Justices should at their earliest possible convenience notify the Chief Justice 

and Attorney General if they must be absent for a meeting.  

Rule 20 – Agendas 

Regular Meetings 

The Attorney General shall prepare and distribute the agenda of all regular 

meetings on the advice of the Chief Justice at least three days in advance of the 

next regular meeting. 

Special Meetings 

The agenda for a specially called meeting shall be prepared and distributed 

by the person calling the special meeting in the notice of said meeting. 
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Cases Before the Supreme Court 

Rule 23 – Types of Cases 
 The Supreme Court may consider four types of cases: Constitutional 

Interpretation, Appeals on the Constitutionality of Legislation, Review of Executive 

Acts, and Constitutionality of Impeachment Proceedings. The Supreme Court is 

granted the authority to hear such cases under Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 4 of 

the SGA Constitution. 

All cases accepted by the Court shall be considered within a reasonable time 

frame as determined by the Court. Once a case is accepted, the only way to dispose 

of the case is through the adoption of an opinion. 

Rule 24 – Case Submission 
 All cases to potentially be heard by the Supreme Court shall be submitted in 

the form of a petition signed by at least one of the following: one-fourth (1/4th) of 

Senators, one-fourth of Executive Cabinet members (1/4th), or one (1) Executive 

Council member (SGA Constitution Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 5).  

The Attorney General shall maintain a system for the submission of petitions 

to the Supreme Court on EagleEngage to be supervised by the Associate Chief 

Justice. Case submission details should, at a minimum, include questions for the 

Supreme Court to answer, necessary documentation for the Supreme Court to reach 

its decision, and sections of the SGA Constitution, SGA Policies Manual, or branch-

specific procedures the submitter believes supports the need for the case. 

 In cases where the Associate Chief Justice receives a petition of Senators or 

Cabinet members, the Associate Chief Justice shall forward such petition to the 

Attorney General and Chief Justice to verify the number of signatures. All other 

cases and papers to be submitted to the Supreme Court should be done through the 

Associate Chief Justice. 

Rule 25 – Acceptance of Cases 
 As the Supreme Court’s time is valuable, the Supreme Court reserves the 

right to reject cases or specific questions of a case in its sole discretion unless 

otherwise provided by the SGA Constitution or the SGA Policies Manual. Upon the 

acceptance of a case, the Attorney General shall assign it a case number and a case 

name. 

 Pursuant to Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 5 of the SGA Constitution, a case 

will be considered accepted upon the concurrence of half the Justices, rounded 
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down. As soon as possible after a concurrence of the requisite number of Justices, 

the Associate Chief Justice shall draft a writ of certiorari, verify that the needed 

number of Justices support it, and provide it to the Attorney General to notify the 

involved parties to the case. The Supreme Court shall be deemed to have rejected 

any case should the requisite number of Justice fail to concur within ten (10) days 

where classes are in session. 

Rule 26 – The Docket 
 The Attorney General shall maintain the official docket of cases before the 

Supreme Court. The ordering of cases on the docket shall be prioritized as follows: 

1. Constitutionality of Impeachment Proceedings 

2. Review of Executive Acts 

3. All other cases 

Cases that were accepted earlier shall be placed earlier in the docket 

within their respective class of case. 

 When there is no current pending case before the Supreme Court, the 

Supreme Court shall proceed with the next item on the docket. The Supreme Court 

may, with a simple majority, consider more than one case at a time. 

 

Decisions and Opinions 

Rule 27 – Types of Decisions 
 The Supreme Court may issue two types of decisions: Memorandum
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Rule 28 – Adopting Decisions and Opinions 
 Memorandum decisions




