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• For Application Template of Congressionally Directed Spending 
(CDS), please click FY26-Federal-Appropriations-Guidelines.pdf 
(tntech.edu), and use either CDS or Plus Up application template. 

• Please submit your request (using the application template for CDS) 
to Jill Dicey (jdicey@tntech.edu).

• CDS or Plus Up applications, including the budgets, should not 
exceed 2 pages each (with no less than 12 pt font and 1-inch 
margins).  

• Two letters of support are NOT needed at this time but are required 
for CDS projects after being selected by the University to move 
forward.  

Guidelines

/research/pdf/resources/FY25-Federal-Appropriations-Guidelines.pdf
/research/pdf/resources/FY25-Federal-Appropriations-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:jdicey@tntech.edu
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• Congress made the decision to restore Congressionally Directed Spending (earmarks) in FY22, but 
details are variable from year to year. 

• There are a limited ɢslotsɣ,  so to speak, for each state and universities. Proposed projects should 
focus on those that have a high impact to the region and nation but are not addressed by 
competitive grant programs of the federal funding agencies. 

• The House website states, ɢCommunity engagement and support is crucial in determining which 
projects are worthy of Federal funding. Only projects with demonstrated community support will be 
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