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Physical
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5.37 Cubic Feet 11 Legal Document boxes  (15".25" x 5" x
10.25"); 1 Oversize flat box (15.5" x 22" x 2") 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Mixed Materials
[Box]:

1

Abstract: The collection primarily documents William John "Bill"
Brinker's interviews with Cookeville veterans who served
either in the Vietnam War or the 109th Cavalry as well as
interviews with their families and his research on such topics.
Brinker (1935-2021) was a history professor at Tennessee
Tech University and eventually the chairman of the History
Department. Having served in the military himself, he was
an avid researcher of war studies, specifically of the Vietnam
War. Using the research and interviews found in this collection,
Brinker published several books and articles.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

The collection largely documents oral histories from Cookeville residents who served in the
109th Cavalry or the Vietnam War, as well as the spouses, parents, and children of Vietnam
veterans. The research and interviews were primarily done by William John "Bill" Brinker.
These papers were all created and collected in the process of writing the books "A Time for
Looking Back" and "And We Did Cope" as well as articles such as �ခ਀P�uǠ怀倃䀁 က瀀
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his personal activities, including his being on the board of the Cookeville Arts Council--minutes
included; some correspondence, and his personal history and travels represented by some
effects, travel slides, and newspaper articles about him.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Collection Inventory

109th Cavalry and Vietnam Veteran Interviews and Research, 1988-1992
Scope and Contents
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109th Article, 1994 Box 1 Folder 14

Barnes, Frank Oral History and Transcript , 1991
Digital Object: Barnes, Frank Oral History

Digital Object: Barnes, Frank Transcript

Box 1 Folder 15

Bilyue, Bill Oral History and Transcript , 1992
Digital Object: Bilyue, Bill Vestell Oral History

Digital Object: Bilyue, Bill Vestell

Box 1 Folder 16

Bullock, James Fate Oral History and Transcript, 1992
Digital Object: Bullock, James Fate Oral History

Digital Object: Bullock, James Fate Transcript

Box 1 Folder 17

Childress, Hugh Oral History and Transcript, circa 1992
Digital Object: Childress, Hugh Oral History

Box 1 Folder 18

Coffelt, Jack B., 1994 Box 1 Folder 19

Gill, Alfred Oral History and Transcript, 1991
Digital Object: Gill, Alfred Oral History

Digital Object: Gill, Alfred Transcript

Box 1 Folder 20

Lawhorn, Hugh L. Oral History and Transcript, 1992
Digital Object: Lawhorn, Hugh Oral History

Digital Object: Lawhorn, Hugh Transcript

Box 1 Folder 21

Mitchell, James G. Oral History and Transcript, 1992
Digital Object: Mitchell, James Oral History

Digital Object: Mitchell, James Transcript

Box 1 Folder 22

Murphy, Lloyd Oral History and Transcript, 1992
Digital Object: Murphy, Lloyd Oral History

Digital Object: Murphy, Lloyd Transcript

Box 1 Folder 23

Sullivan, Roy Hugh Oral History and Transcript, 1991
Digital Object: Sullivan, Roy Hugh Oral History

Digital Object: Sullivan, Roy Hugh Transcript

Box 1 Folder 24

Terry, William O. Oral History and Transcript, 1992
Digital Object: Terry, William O. Oral History

Digital Object: Terry, William O. Transcript

Box 1 Folder 25

Whitaker, Harvey─ḋnscript, 1992
Digital Object

�������
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https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_1afcb6db-ef53-4864-ba03-ba30f34a1ff4/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_0ff78fad-a5d7-4463-ac99-a051f18c73a9/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_7257eba0-1ffb-4be4-9b2b-67f3fa441741/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_bed50942-e575-45a7-a036-7ccd4df18ff6/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_9c153670-2566-47d5-bd5f-9d48aec65d09/
RG74_T_0054t
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_273557c7-a03c-4425-8239-42959410c709/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_96713e31-2945-4966-88dc-c04421d8d481/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_f506fea1-f1c8-4b90-9688-edf350a950d5/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_a0a14e7b-4845-4294-88d0-eb147f9eaedd/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_c2d7be3b-7d04-4820-bcd6-c29fb58780e9/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_d85b20e2-9781-4800-b425-5d42e5de158e/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_2513b3e9-0fc6-454e-b6d6-afc37244fd00/
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Photograph - Oak by Mountains, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Men in Uniform by the Beach at Chu Lai, circa
1970

Box 2 Folder 3

Photograph - Broken Tank, circa 1970 Box 2 Folder 4

Photograph - Destroyed Homes, circa 1970 Box 2 Folder 5

Photograph - Soldiers in the Back of a Truck, circa 1970 Box 2 Folder 6

Photograph - Four soldiers taking a break, seated under
trees , circa 1970

Box 2 Folder 7

Photograph - Soldiers [medics?] helping a Wounded Soldier
in Uniform, circa 1970

Box 2 Folder 8
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Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Fence and Rice Fields, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Bachelor Officer Quarters Wooden Barracks
and Mud, circa 1970

Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Vietnamese Harvesting Rice, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Pond and House, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Plowing Rice Fields, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Soldiers Walking in Swampy Field, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Photograph - Vietnamese Soldiers, circa 1970 Box 10 Folder 1

Tennessee Libraries sent a copy of A Time for Looking Back,
1991

Box 2 Folder 38

Copy of A Time for Looking Back, 1992 Box 2 Folder 39

Adermann, Bob Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Aderman, Bob Oral History Part 1

Digital Object: Aderman, Bob Oral History Part 2

Box 2 Folder 40

Allison, Eugene Oral History, circa 1990
Digital Object: Allison, Eugene Oral History

Box 2 Folder 41

Barnes, Sam, circa 1990 Box 2 Folder 42

Barton, Jack Oral History and Transcript, 1989–1990
Digital Object: Barton, Jack Oral History

Digital Object: Barton, Jack Transcript

Box 2 Folder 43

Bates, Doug, 1990 Box 2 Folder 44

Bumbalough, Bobby Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Bumbalough, Bobby Oral History

Digital Object: Bumbalough, Bobby Transcript

Box 2 Folder 45

Butler, Melvin Jr. Oral History and Transcript, 1989 Box 2 Folder 46

Carver, Ricardo Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Carver, Ricardo Oral History

Digital Object: Carver, Ricardo Transcript

Box 2 Folder 47

Chambers, Ron Oral History, 1990
Digital Object: Chambers, Ron Oral History

Box 2 Folder 48

Colson, Terry Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Colson, Terry Oral History

Digital Object: Colson, Terry Transcript

Box 2 Folder 49

Corn, William "Bill" Oral History and Transcript, 1990 Box 2 Folder 50
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https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_84fe65bc-0084-400a-8131-2849a71b9a76/
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Digital Object: Corn, William Oral History

Digital Object: Corn, William Transcript

Do, Sam Oral History and Transcript, 1989
Digital Object: Do, Sam Oral History

Digital Object: Do, Sam Transcript

Box 2 Folder 51

Ennis, Patrick L. Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Ennis, Patrick L. Oral History

Digital Object: Ennis, Patrick L. Transcript

Box 2 Folder 52

Flatt, Michael Oral History, circa 1990
Digital Object: Flatt, Michael Oral History

Box 2 Folder 53

Geise, Barry Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Geise, Barry Oral History Part One

Digital Object: Geise, Barry Oral History Part Two

Digital Object: Geise, Barry Transcript

Box 2 Folder 54

Gist, Leroy Oral History, 1968–1973
Digital Object: Gist, Leroy Oral History

Box 2 Folder 55

Goodwin, Johnny Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Goodwin, Johnny Oral History

Digital Object: Goodwin, Johnny Transcript

Box 2 Folder 56

Gore, Willard Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Gore, Willard Oral History

Digital Object: Gore, Willard Transcript

Box 3 Folder 1

https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_1f5d7c1c-d920-4572-a0aa-2f19b12c417b/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_a5ffe018-2ed8-49af-82cf-3c3a3693b5d8/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_60d15fb5-1a75-424b-bb33-464b894a456c/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_3fb7d226-5dc2-4058-843f-a6a0b8ce832f/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_428bbea0-e258-438d-a290-fb51202dce96/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_d657ed16-dc29-4b66-b4ce-1338c60d5791/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_d3be777a-f5b2-4f52-8497-024f3b68ab03/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_92b2174d-746b-4fdf-afc8-93fcafcbb858/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_a599203e-196b-4aff-97ed-250fd850803a/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_23f3a07d-32dc-41f9-82a3-930f5009acd2/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_5320841e-66ab-4d37-9119-21264fc6c3c4/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_08ca8bff-60bf-4564-b89a-7acf35101546/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_63785c4a-e6f2-4fa8-b763-5b690c6678a9/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_f2ace9c6-b5a3-457f-ae1c-7729d61ce36a/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_68929c29-781c-4374-acd2-c60a4706dd13/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_acbeccc6-f31d-4c2e-a891-a5b9851a47ed/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_17e8d19a-0f50-4ef9-9bb0-3c01fdf54367/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_0cfa01df-9ad7-4564-8d81-b91b52f3f9cf/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_39293c52-a115-4987-92d5-c01209f72556/
https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_b6d0e8f0-3491-4c28-a20c-0eab04b8d137/
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Digital Object: Martin, Harold Transcript

Mason, John Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Mason, John Oral History

Digital Object: Mason, John Transcript

Box 3 Folder 9

McCoy, Charles C. Oral History and Transcript, 1988
Digital Object: McCoy, Charles C. Oral History

Digital Object: McCoy, Charles C. Transcript

Box 3 Folder 10

McHenry, Morgan Oral History and Transcript, 1989
Digital Object: McHenry, Morgan Transcript

Box 3 Folder 11

Mills, Hugh H. Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Mills, Hugh Oral History

Digital Object: Mills, Hugh Transcript

Box 3 Folder 12

Mills, Tu-anh Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Mills, Tu Anh Oral History

Box 3 Folder 13

Moore, J. Frank Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Moore, J. Frank Oral History

Digital Object: Moore, J. Frank Transcript

Box 3 Folder 14

Norris, (James) David Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Norris, James David Oral History

Box 3 Folder 15

Palk, Charles Letters to His Father Joe Palk Tapes and
Summary Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Taped Letter from Charles Palk to his
Father, Joe Palk Part 1

Digital Object: Taped Letter from Charles Palk to his
Father, Joe Palk Part 2

Digital Object: Taped Letter from Charles Palk to his
Father, Joe Palk Part 3

Digital Object: Taped Letter from Charles Palk to his
Father, Joe Palk Part 4

Digital Object: Taped Letter from Charles Palk to his
Father Transcript

Box 3 Folder 16

Palk, Joe A. Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Palk, Joe A. Transcript

Box 3 Folder 17

Piepmeier, A. Lee Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Piepmeier, A. Lee Oral History Part 1

Digital Object: Piepmeier, A. Lee Oral History Part 2

Box 3 Folder 18

Rami, Ronald Oral History and Transcript, 1989 Box 3 Folder 19

Randolph, Nancy Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990

- Page 11-
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https://tntech.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_ee071cb1-2fd6-4817-8837-00c63dbf9306/
RG74_T_0022
RG74_T_0022
RG74_T_0023
RG74_T_0023
RG74_T_0024
RG74_T_0024
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Digital Object: Randolph, Nancy Oral History Part 2 Box 3 Folder 20

Roberts, Perry Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Roberts, Perry Oral History

Box 3 Folder 21

Robinson, Alex Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Robinson, Alex Oral History Part 1

Digital Object: Robinson, Alex Oral History Part 2

Digital Object: Robinson, Alex Transcript

Box 3 Folder 22

Sliger, Fred A. Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Sliger, Fred Oral History

Box 3 Folder 23

Snell, Clinton J. Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Snell, Clinton Oral History

Digital Object: Snell, Clinton Transcript

Box 3 Folder 24

Swigert, Don Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990
Digital Object: Swigert, Don Oral History

Box 3 Folder 25

Thomson, M. Lee Oral History and Transcript, 1989
Digital Object: Thompson, Lee Oral History

Digital Object: Thompson, Lee Oral History Transcript

Box 3 Folder 26

Westmoreland, John H. Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: Westmoreland, John Oral History

Digital Object: Westmoreland, John Transcript

Box 3 Folder 27

White, Bob Oral History and Transcript, 1990
Digital Object: White, Robert Oral History

Digital Object: White, Robert Transcript

Box 3 Folder 28

Interview Information Sheets, circa 1990 Box 3 Folder 29

Vietnam Interview and Folk Music Notes/Research, circa
1990

Box 3 Folder 30

Code for Transcript Margins, circa 1990 Box 3 Folder 31

Alphabetical List of Veterans Interviewed, C circa 1990 Box 3 Folder 32

Vietnam Folk Music, 1990 Box 3 Folder 33

Reynolds, Buddy, 1989 Box 3 Folder 35

Anulies, Bernard, 1989 Box 3 Folder 36

Nguyen, Tien Oral History, 1990 Box 3 Folder 37
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Digital Object: Nguyen, Tien Oral History

Davis, James Veteran History / Financial Grant Paperwork,
1987–1991

Box 3 Folder 38

Guest Book for "A Time for Looking Back" Exhibition at
Cookeville Depot Museum, 1990 November 10–1990
November 29

Box 3 Folder 39

Vietnam War Folk Music, c1970 Box 8 folder 1

General Edward Lansdale CD's: "Songs by Americans" [1-2],
c1970

Box 8 folder 2

General Edward Lansdale CD's:: "In the Midst of War" [1-6],
c1970

Box 8 folder 3

WCTE Program - Vets' Slides with Narration, Plus Vets'
Voices, undated

Box 8 Folder 4

Digitized Items - Interviews recorded on
cassettes, 1988-1990

Box 9 object 1 - 65

^ Return to Table of Contents

Digitized Items - Interviews recorded
on 5 1/4" Floppy Diskettes, 1988-1990,
1988-2009

Box 11 Box 1 - 5

^ Return to Table of Contents

Unprocessed Recordings on Tape, 1967,
1989-1990, undated

Box 11 object 6 - 24

^ Return to Table of Contents

^ Return to Table of Contents

"And We Did Cope" Interviews and Research (Restricted), 1989-2009
Title/Description Instances

Bouldin, Tracey Oral History, 2008 Box 4 Folder 2

Buck, Jeannie Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 4 Folder 3

Bumbalough, Joan Oral History and Transcript, 1990 Box 4 Folder 4

- Page 13-
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Butler, Judy Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 4 Folder 5

Chambers, Seawillow Oral History and Transcript, 1990 Box 4 Folder 6

Cunningham, Margaret Oral History, 2009 Box 4 Folder 7

Fairlamb, Beryl Oral History and Transcript, 2002 Box 4 Folder 9

Flatt, Mary Oral History and Transcript, 1989 Box 4 Folder 10

Hall, Janet Oral History, 2006 Box 5 Folder 3

Karras, Andrea Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 5 Folder 5

Lacy, Sabra Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 5 Folder 6

Loftis, Linda Oral History and Transcript, 2007 Box 5 Folder 7

Martin, Deborah Ann Oral History and Transcript, 2008 Box 5 Folder 8

Maxwell, Wanda Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 5 Folder 10

McMillan, Geeta Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 6 Folder 1

Patton, Pamela Oral History, 2009 Box 6 Folder 3

Presley, Jan Oral History, 2007 Box 6 Folder 4

Queen, Margaret Oral History , circa 2003 Box 6 Folder 5

Rami, Debbie Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 6 Folder 6

Randolph, Nancy Oral History and Transcript, circa 1990 Box 6 Folder 7

Roberson, Judy Oral History and Transcript, 2006 Box 6 Folder 8

Rollins, Linda C. Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 6 Folder 9

Sallee, Kathy Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 6 Folder 10

Tayse, Teraceia Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 7 Folder 3

White, Joanne Ora History, 2006 Box 7 Folder 4

White, Opal Oral History and Transcript, 2003 Box 7 Folder 5

Williams, Deanie Oral History and Transcript, 1989 Box 7 Folder 6

Williams, Doris Oral History and Transcript, 1989 Box 7 Folder 7

^ Return to Table of Contents

Activities and Travel, 1981-2003
Language of the Material: English.

Title/Description Instances

50th High School Reunion Program and TTU Eagle Pin,
2002

Box 12 Folder 1

- Page 14-
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Conference Programs with Notes, 1983-2003 Box 12 folder 2

Cookeville Arts Council Minutes, Bylaws, and
"Communique", 1981-1984, 1991-03-12

Box 12 folder 3

Correspondence - Eric Asch, 1960, 1982, 2010 Box 12 folder 4

Correspondence Regarding "A Time for Looking Back",
1989-10-25-1990-09-28

Box 12 folder 5

Correspondence and Local Newspaper Clippings Regarding
t. Brinker's Southeast Asia-Related Activities, 1980-1997

Box 12 folder 6

Newspapers and Magazines Regarding the Vietnam War,
1980-1997

Box 12 folder 7

Berlin Wall - Two Pieces from its Fall, 1990-10-03 Box 12 folder 8

Slides - Angkor Wat, Cambodia, undated Box 12 box 1

Slides - Bangkok, Thailand, undated Box 12 box 2

Slides - Dalat, Vietnam, undated Box 12 box 3

Slides - Evacuation Slides, Morgan McHenry [Vietnam and/
or Phnom Penh, Cambodia?], undated, [1975?]

Box 12 box 4

Slides - Ha Long Bay Trip, undated Box 12 box 5

Slides - Hanoi, Vietnam, undated Box 12 box 6

Slides - Hanoi, Vietnam - Ho Chi Min and Art Museums,
undated

Box 12 box 7

Slides - Phnom Penh, Cambodia, undated Box 12 box 8

Slides - Saigon, Vietnam, undated Box 12 box 9

Slides - Saigon and Cholon, Vietnam, and Trip from Saigon
to Dalat, Vietnam, undated

Box 12 box 10

Slides - Vientiane, Laos and Saigon, Vietnam, undated Box 12 box 11
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