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Mission: The Environmental Sciences (EVS) doctoral program’s mission is to advance the knowledge and
promote the leadership necessary to understanding natural environments by incorporating perspectives
from social sciences, humanities, and environmental sciences in the program’s teaching and research in

the fields of natural resources and the environment.

Concentrations: There are five concentrations available within the EVS Ph.D. program:

(1) Agriculture; (2) Biology; (3) Chemistry; (4) Geosciences; and (5) Integrated Research.



written by each member of the graduate advisory committee. The results of these exams are kept
on file by the EVS Director.



representatives, discussed adding two new core courses, making the core flexible. The committee
decided that standards for the core and a rubric for the comprehensive exams need to be developed. In
addition, the committee decided that the logistics of the core course offerings need to be studies in
order to allow students to know when courses will be offered and to be able to take the core courses
early in their program of study.

In Spring 2022, the Executive Committee discussed at length two proposed courses to be added to the
core, but could not reach a consensus. The committee decided requested that the EVS Curriculum
Committee study the current and proposed core courses and submit suggested curriculum changes to
the Executive Committee meeting in Fall 2022.

PG 2: EVS student research projects will be peer-reviewed and widely recognized for their innovation
and relevance to environmental concerns.

During the 2021-2022 year, students were recognized for the quality of their work.
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The School of Environmental Studies recently created Microsoft Teams groups for each student’s
dissertation committee to facilitate interdisciplinary collaborations and collegiality among committee
members. The Teams group is a location where the comprehensive exam questions, answers, and
grades can be uploaded for easy access and viewing in a secure fashion.

SLO 2: Students will improve oral and written communication skills by giving technical presentations at
symposia, conferences, and similar venues where abstracts are peer-reviewed for acceptance.

The School of Environmental Studies provides supplemental support for student travel to meetings for
the purposes of making presentations. Although some conferences were still cancelled or switched to
virtual, SOES continued to provide conference support for students as needed. The School will continue
to place a priority on supporting student travel to scientific conferences.

SLO 3: Students will improve written communication skills by submitting manuscripts to peer-reviewed
publications such as scholarly journals, conference proceedings, books, or similar outlets.

Student written and oral measures of productivity in 2021 were up in many areas as compared to 2020.
Although some conferences were cancelled and others were virtual, conference attendance was almost
back to pre-COVID levels. Although the number of poster presentations decreased



Table 1. Scholarly activity related to oral and written communication skills shown by EVS Ph.D. students
in the current (2021) and previous six calendar-year reporting periods. EVS enrollment has steadily
increased since 2015, with the enrollment at 26 in 2021.

Type of scholarly activity



Table 2. EVS student activities during the reporting period of January-December 2021 in the Agriculture,
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PG 2: EVS student research projects will be peer-reviewed and widely recognized for their innovation
and relevance to environmental concerns.

Students will continue to be encouraged (and financially supported) to participate in oral and poster
presentations in appropriate professional conferences.

PG 3: Add new concentrations to the Environmental Sciences PhD program.

The number of existing EVS concentrations was successfully increased from two to five during the last
monitoring period. The EVS Executive Committee has set a future goal of having a total of six
concentrations. Discussions began in 2020-2021 and will continue in 2022-2023 to determine how to
move forward with adding one or more new concentrations to support the growth and health of the EVS
program. The committee will also continue to address the possible addition of a low-residency option to
make the program available to those students living some distance away from Cookeville. The recent
development or conversion of more courses to an online format (due to the Covid-19 pandemic) should



post-test measures of writing skills that could be included within the course. Additionally, the school will
begin tracking the ratio of manuscripts submitted to manuscripts published.



