





turned in on time, it too, would have been an “A” paper. Two other students made a “B.” Both suffered
from numerous stylistic and grammatical errors as well as incorrectly formatted citations. The two
papers that received a “C” lacked content, contained humerous stylistic and grammatical errors, had
incorrectly formatted citations. The “D” paper suffered the same problems as the “C” papers, but it was
submitted late and incurred a penalty. Otherwise, it would have earned a “C.” The student who made
the “F” simply did not turn in a paper—the major requirement of the course. The rubric below
corresponds to the eight students who submitted a paper. Seven of the eight who turned in papers
scored “C” or higher.

Rubric Results for Fall 2021

| | Excellent | Good | Emerging | Weak | Grades
Thesis 50% 37.5% 0% 12.5% A--2




Rubric Results for Spring 2022

Excellent | Good | Emerging | Weak | Grades

Thesis 91% 0% 0% 9% A--9
Argument 73% 18% | 0% 9% B--2

; C or higher—
Primary 91% 9% 0% 0% 100%
Secondary 82% 0% 0% 18%
Citations 73% 27% | 0% 0%
English 73% 27% | 0% 0%
Organization | 100% 0% 0% 0%
Context 91% 9% 0% 0%
Critical 91% 9% 0% 0%
Direction 91% 9% 0% 0%

There are other individual examples of student success with regard to SLO 1. A very promising senior
history major traveled to Texas A&M to participate in a graduate and undergraduate history conference.
The student presented a research paper completed in an upper-division history course and won first
prize in the undergraduate category! Dr. Allen Driggers and Ms. Laura Smith of the History Department
worked with sophomore history major on a Creative Inquiry Summer Experience (CISE) grant in the
summer of 2022. The student spent the summer researching Civil War vaccination efforts by examining
nineteenth-century newspapers and medical periodicals. The student attained research experience and
will be the third author of the article when Dr. Driggers and Ms. Smith publish their findings in a medical
journal this fall. Such experience and achievement will aid the student in applying to graduate school to
pursue an advanced degree in history. Also, two other history majors won first prize in history at the
2021 Research and Creative Inquiry Day for research they had conducted in one of their history courses.

SLO2. Extracurricular activities

The history faculty recognized that one area of improvement needed with regard to extra-curricular
activities was not only to schedule more events but also to track student attendance. In the past, the
history faculty had never formally tracked attendance. Beginning in the fall of 2021, after Covid-19
began to recede, the History Department began to schedule more extra-curricular activities and also
developed a tracking chart for each event.

Fall 2021

With the worst of Covid-19 over, the History Department’s History Club and Phi Alpha Theta (PAT) (a
history honor society), began holding extra-curricular co-activities in the fall of 2021. The faculty
sponsors are Ms. Laura Smith and Dr. Allen Driggers, respectively. On September 22", both clubs held
an introductory meeting during which the students elected officers and planned fall events. The first
activity took place on October 16™ when students (driving separately), drove to Knoxville and toured a
replica of Christopher Columbus’s ship, the Pinta. This was followed by a “History Fact or Fiction in the
Media” game night on November 7™ in Henderson Hall 114. The event was very successful, with



numerous students participating. They enjoyed food, fun, and interacting with the several history faculty
who attended. The fall events concluded with an end of the semester party on December 81", also in
Henderson. The attendance at these events is below and is broken down by history majors and non-
history majors.

Collective Co-Curricular Activity Attendance Results for History Club/PAT Fall

2021
Activity m:gg Total Students
Sept. 22, 2021--History Club/PAT Welcome/Introductory
, 10 18
Meeting
Oct. 16, 2021--History Club/PAT Field trip to Knoxville 3 10
Nov. 7, 2021--History Club/PAT Game Night 5 15
Dec. 8, 2021--History Club/PAT End of Semester Party 10 20
Total 28 63
Spring 2022

The History Club and Phi Alpha Theta’s co-activities continued during the spring term. After an
introductory meeting on February 8", the groups held several events, including two more “History Fact
or Fiction in the Media” game nights (February 25" and April 24™); a history game night on April 3'%; and



The number of students who participated in the above activities greatly increased from fall to spring.
These events are also opportunities to win some new history majors. Ms. Laura Smith indicated that she
has knew of at least three students who switched their majors to history as a direct result of these
activities.

Other activities included faculty-led field trips. Dr. Ed Beason, who taught History 4420 Public History,
took two students (the entire class), on two field trips during the spring term. One was to Nashville to
visit the State Library and Archives and the State Museum on February 22, 2022, where the students
were able to view firsthand a state-of-the-art museum and archives. Both of these buildings were
completed recently. The second field trip was to Franklin, Tennessee, on April 22, 2022. The students
visited the Carnton Plantation, the Carter House, and Rippavilla, three historic sites associated with the
American Civil War. In particular interest to the students were the signage and displays, which are a
significant aspect of public history.

In general, most history professors remain wary of student field trips during this time.

Another co-curricular activity was in Prof. Sam Schiller’s History 4903 Supreme Court: Truth &
Consequences. He organized a “Night with the Federal Judges” on Microsoft Teams for December 7,
2021, during which students could network and seek advice on attending law school, and the legal
profession as a whole, from two sitting federal judges. Twenty students took advantage of this
opportunity.

The History Department also sponsors two endowed lectures: the Womack and the Winchester. The
Womack Lecture went forward in the fall of 2021 and in person. On November 10™, author Ben
Montgomery delivered a talk entitled “A Shot in the Moonlight: Seeking Justice in the South.” Several
students attended the event as well as faculty and members of the community. The annual Winchester
Lecture was held on April 12, 2022, with Dr. Louis Woods of Middle Tennessee State University
delivering a presentation entitled “Structural Barriers to Fair Housing: Nashville’s Segregated Housing
Market, 1910-1950.” The event was well attended by students, history majors, faculty, and members of
the community. In addition to these two lectures, the College of Arts and Sciences sponsored the Annual
Stonecipher Lecture, which featured a presentation by Dr. Vernon Burton, a historian from Clemson
University, whose topic was “Digital Humanity: The Future is Now.” Dr. Troy Smith, a member of the
history faculty, was indispensable in planning the event. The nature of the topic attracted numerous
history majors, other students, and faculty. At this time, the History Department does not track the
attendance of history majors at these lectures but will do so starting in the fall of 2022.

SLO3. General factual knowledge

The ACAT examination is a standardized test that measures students’ general knowledge in four content
areas of American history. The examination is administered in the senior seminar course when students
have completed nearly all of their coursework.

Fall 2021

The overall ACAT scores in the fall of 2021 were pretty good and quite a bit higher than in the spring of

2021. The group standard score was 546 and the nine students as a group scored in the 66™ percentile.
On an individual basis, one student scored in the 93" percentile, and three others scored in the low 80™"



percentile. One, however, scored in the 18" percentile, which brought down the overall class average.
Without the one low score, the average as a group would have been 559 and in the 69.75 percentile.
Clearly this student did not give his or her best effort on the ACAT test.

Spring 2022

The overall ACAT scores in the spring of 2022 were similar to those in the fall. The group standard score
was 525 and the group scored in the 60™ percentile. One student scored in the 92" percentile, while
three others scored in the 80s—one 87", one 85, and one 81°. Again, as in the fall, one student scored
very low and ranked in the 9™ percentile. If the lowest score is removed, then the group average rises to
543 and the group percentile to 63.6.

ACAT Results
Spring Spring Spring Spring
Eazlgzom 2019 Ea:ulgom 2020 2021* [Eli”92021 2022
N=11 N=15 N=2 N=11
Std Std % | Std Std % | Std % | Std % | Std %
Area %’ile ile %’ile ‘ile ‘ile ‘ile ‘ile
Score Score Score Score Score Score Score
US 1820 to 483 4 1482 4 | 463 3 1593 8 | 477 - | 541 6 | 542 6
1890 3 3 6 2 - 6 6
US Colonial to | 460 3 | 517 5| 467 3 | 586 8 [ 491 - | 553 71510 5
1763 4 7 7 1 - 0 4
zsi“tawmiplo 457 3|49 4|s507 5 |s569 7|481 -|489 4|518 5
. 3 6 3 5 - 6 7
matic
US 1763 to 455 3 | 515 51449 3 | 550 6 | 506 - | 555 71518 5
1820 3 6 1 9 - 1 7
gg;fgékﬂ ANC 458 3 | 506 51463 3 | 596 8 | 486 4 | 546 6 | 525 6
£ 4 2 6 3 5 6 0

*No ACAT scores for Fall 2020 (no Senior Seminar)

Exit Interviews

The chair of the History Department conducted an exit interview with two students who graduated at
the end of fall 2021 and with nine who graduated in the spring of 2022. Overall, each expressed praise
for the history program, the history courses they took, and their history professors. Some of the
comments included:

“enjoyed connecting with the professors”

“enjoyed the variety of courses offered”

“keep going in the direction the department is going”



“the professors care about the students”

“good to have attorneys teaching law classes”

“liked the flexibility of the program, which allows students to retake professors they liked”

“methods course is a course to establish a good foundation”

“liked program so much that | changed from social studies ed to history”

“great experience”

There were naturally a few criticisms involving specific professors for being too strict or condescending,
but other students praised those same professors. There were suggestions as well. For instance, a
couple of students recommended more courses on Asia, Africa, and Military History; one wanted more

discussions in class; another criticized the History Department for requiring upper-division courses
outside the department.



of the History Club and Phi Alpha Theta and involve history majors in more co-curricular activities,
particularly field trips. The abatement of Covid-19 should facilitate this effort. The department would
also like to track the number of history majors who attend the Womack and Winchester Lectures.
Finally, the history faculty need to demonstrate that the students in their courses are learning. Perhaps
the best way to do this is to compile the pre and post test scores for each course. An overall department
goal could then be set. The chair of the History Department will be emphasizing these opportunities for
improvement in the 2022-2023 academic year.
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