


¶ creating distinctive programs that aim to improve our students’ marketability in today’s 

multicultural environment in a manner that is increasingly effective and efficient (Goal 3 - 

Exceptional Stewardship, Goal 4 - Engagement for Impact). 

Working in concert with the national World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages of the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), the DFL strives to provide quality 

education to our Majors in foreign languages and to our non-Majors. Our program learning outcomes 

align closely with these standards and stipulate that our students will be able to communicate 

effectively in oral and written modes in the target language, interpret culturally authentic texts, and 

exhibit intercultural competency.  

Program Goals 

PG 1: The Department will recruit and retain sufficient majors to maintain an average of 10 graduates 

/ year. 

PG 2: The Department will increase the overall number of the foreign language majors studying 

abroad and ensure that all licensure students comply with the Tennessee Teacher Licensure 

requirement that they have “interactions with peoples from cultures where the target language 

is spoken.”  

90% of teaching licensure majors in a foreign language will participate in a study abroad / 

cultural immersion experience and 80% of foreign language majors (non-licensure) will 

participate in a study abroad / cultural immersion experience. 

PG 3: The Department will meet the demand for culture and civilization courses offered in English to 

provide TTU students the opportunity to learn about other cultures and to also give them more 

general education humanities courses in which to enroll. These courses have the potential to 

draw more students into our foreign language courses.  

The Department of Foreign Languages will offer at least 3 culture and civilization courses per 

year. 

Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO 1: By their senior year, foreign language majors will be able to demonstrate their proficiency at an 

Advanced-Low level minimum in the five goal areas as defined by the American Council on the 

Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL): Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, 

and Communities. (Foreign Language Proficiency) More specifically, students demonstrate the 

ability to: 

¶ Create comprehensible oral output (i.e., their thoughts, ideas, and opinions) in the target 

language (Advanced-Low level minimum as described by ACTFL) 

¶ Create comprehensible written output (i.e., their thoughts, ideas, and opinions) in the target 

language (Advanced-Low level minimum as described by ACTFL) 

¶ Analyze and evaluate authentic material in the target language in its written and spoken 

forms (Advanced-Low level minimum as described by ACTFL) 



¶ Analyze, apply, and evaluate assumptions, concepts, and theories to provide valid responses, 

conclusions, or recommendations 

¶ Compare and evaluate the relationship between the products, practices, and perspectives of 

the cultures of the target language and the student 

¶ Apply and justify the use of the language beyond a school setting, including in a professional 

setting 

SLO 2: Senior foreign language majors will demonstrate their ability to research and analyze topics 

related to the target language and international culture under scrutiny using print, internet, 

audio, and other multimedia sources; organize materials into a coherent and well-written 

research paper in the target language with correct citations; and present the results of their 

research in the target language in a manner that is comprehensible and discipline appropriate. 

Students will also competently answer questions posed by their audience. (Research and Critical 

Thinking Skills) 

Students will score 75% or better on the research paper and the oral presentation of the 

capstone course to meet this learning outcome. 

SLO 3: Foreign language majors seeking teaching licensure will demonstrate content and pedagogical 

knowledge and skills by meeting or exceeding a passing score on the respective performance-

based subject-specific assessment as set by the State Board of Education.   

Assessment Methods 

PG 1: Number of Graduates  

Programs that graduate less than an average of 10 majors over a period of 5 years can be 

classified as low producing and risk elimination. Our aspirational target performance would be 

an average of 13 graduates over a 5-year period because that figure would indicate the growth 

and strength of our programs. 

Threshold of acceptability: 

¶ 



PG 2: Study Abroad/Cultural Immersion Programs 

Tracking of students who study abroad or participate in some form of cultural immersion takes 

place each semester during advising. The Department documents students’ study abroad status 

(completed, in progress, or planned) once or twice per year depending on whether their status 

has changed. All licensure students in foreign languages are strongly encouraged to study 

abroad and the foreign language majors are also highly encouraged to do so. 

The Department’s goal is to maintain an average of 80% of all foreign language majors and 90% 

of licensure students in foreign languages participating in a study abroad experience in each 

three-year cycle. Results are reported in the five-year Academic Audit report. Additionally, 

students comment on the effectiveness of their language learning experience, including study 

abroad, in a self-reflective essay in their electronic portfolios (capstone requirement) and in 

their exit interview with the departmental chair. 

Threshold of acceptability (over three-year period) 

¶ Target Performance: average of 80% of all foreign language majors, 90% of licensure 

students participating 

¶ Minimum Performance: average of 50% of all foreign language majors, 60% of licensure 

students participating 

The DFL annually tracks the study abroad experiences of our students, whether they are a 

foreign language major or pursuing teaching licensure, and records this information on a spread 

sheet that also indicates the progress of our majors while in the DFL. These trends allow us to 

more efficiently identify and advise students who are ready to study abroad. 

PG 3: Culture and Civilization Courses 

In 2014, 



SLOs 1 and 2: Foreign Language Proficiency and Research and Critical Thinking Skills  

The Capstone Research Paper and/or Presentation for foreign language majors and the Teaching 

Licensure Senior Capstone presentation for Secondary Education majors pursuing licensure in a 

foreign language represent the culmination of the students’ program of study. The paper and 

presentation assess the students’ ability to write and speak in the target language at an 

appropriate level for graduate studies and for careers requiring language and cultural skills. 

Additionally, the Senior Capstone and the Teaching Licensure Senior Capstone courses assess 

their ability to analyze and think critically. 

Threshold of acceptability 

¶ Target Performance: 100% average of Capstone students scoring above 75 on 

presentation rubric 

¶ Minimum Performance: 80% average of Capstone students scoring above 75 on 

presentation rubric 

SLO 3: Teaching licensure 

The edTPA is a performance-based, subject specific assessment that measures teaching-based 

skills related to planning, instruction, and assessment. Students in the foreign language program 

must complete the World Languages performance task. The edTPA is professionally scored by 

Pearson, and the Tennessee State Board of Education sets candidate cut scores.  

Threshold of acceptability 

¶ Target Performance: The total mean score for licensure students taking the World 

Languages edTPA exceeds Tech’s cut score (AY 20/21=35)  

¶ Minimum Performance: The total mean score for licensure students taking the World 

Languages edTPA is at least Tech’s cut score (AY 20/21=35) 

Results 

PG 1: Number of Graduates 

Enrollments for Foreign Languages, Fall 

 

  
2017 

 
2018 

 
2019 

 
2020 

 
2021 

 
Change 2017-2021 

First Major 16 13 23 29 23 +7 

First and  
Second Majors 

 
44 

 
40 

 
47 

 
38 
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Foreign Language Degrees Conferred 

 

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 5-year average 

14 7 9 5 14 9.8 

 

The five-year average is currently 9.8, which is above our minimum performance threshold of 8.  

 

PG 2: Study Abroad/Cultural Immersion Programs 

The following table lists the number of 



Spring 2022. To be sure, Tech’s study abroad programs experienced a soft re-opening in the summer of 

2021, but, given the on-going pandemic, it is unclear the extent to which our majors were aware of this 

re-opening. Moreover, it is unclear how seriously they might have considered participating in an 

international program in light of the on-going pandemic.  

PG 3: Culture and Civilization Courses 

 2017-

2018 

2018-

2019 

2019-

2020 

2020-

2021 

2021-

2022 

Total # of Culture and Civilization 

Courses 

6 2 2 3 3 

For 2021-2022, the department exceeded its minimum performance threshold of 2. In the summer of 

2022, the Spanish program was able to offer its Latin American Culture and Civilization for the first time 

in years.  

 

SLOs 1 and 2: Foreign Language Proficiency and Research and Critical Thinking Skills 

 2017-

2018 

2018-

2019 

2019-

2020 

2020-

2021 

2021-

2022 

Total # of Capstone Students 14 8 10 5 14 

# that met minimum performance threshold 

of 75% 

14 8 8 4 13 2019



SLO 3: Teaching licensure 

  

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

mailto:languages@tntech.edu


students can get a lot of things done. For example, students wishing to take our placement exam can 

send their requests by email, while other students wanting to learn more about majoring or minoring in 

a foreign language can write to this departmental address, which is perhaps less intimidating than 

writing to the department chair directly.  

Regarding the retention of majors, the department has begun the process of reviewing its curriculum, 

including its capstone course requirements, based on student and alumni feedback. After the hire of Dr. 

Kazakova, the French program began an informal review of their curriculum. This undertaking included 

meeting with French majors and minors to determine the kinds of courses they would like the program 

to offer. As a result, the French program is offering FREN 4810 Advanced Conversation in French in the 



pay 



these two Capstones successful. In light of this, faculty will continue to encourage their Capstone 
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Appendix 1: Foreign Language Curriculum Maps 

German 

Learning Outcomes 
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