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Mission: 

The School of Human Ecology provides education, research, service, resources, and leadership in order 
to foster creativity, tenacity and analytical problem solving in our students as well as facilitating career 
ready graduates to empower individuals, families and communities to achieve optimal quality of life.  

These statements were approved by all faculty and were updated on our website and other internal 
documents. These statements reflect the efforts of the faculty to provide undergraduate education, 
research, service projects, and professional development opportunities in child development and family 
relations; child life; family and consumer sciences education; nutrition and dietetics; housing and design; 
and merchandising and design.  

Housed in the College of Agriculture and Human Ecology, the School holds multiple 
accreditations/endorsements, which are listed in the table below. 

Accreditation/Endorsement Program 

American Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) School of Human Ecology 



 

PG 2: The School of Human Ecology will maintain sufficient student enrollment at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels to ensure the viability of the program and course offerings, and the School 
of Human Ecology will exceed university rates for retention and graduation.  
 
Human Ecology undergraduate enrollment will not decrease from year to year.  
Fall to fall retention rate will be the same as or exceed university retention rate.  
Graduate enrollment in the MS in Community Health and Nutrition will meet cohort limit of 10 
students each fall; and enrollment in the graduate Family and Consumer Sciences Concentration 
in Curriculum and Instruction will not decrease year to year.  



 

PG 2: Enrollment and Retention  

�x Institutional Research Reports: Count enrollment during each fall semester, based on TN 
Tech Institutional Research official enrollment counts for Human Ecology. Sustainability of 
unit is dependent on increasing student enrollment to maximize resources, and growing the 
unit. Fall to fall retention shows number of freshmen retained.  

PG 3: Adequate Faculty 

�x IDEA Course Evaluations: IDEA reports are completed each semester and provide data on 
student perception of faculty teaching competence. We will expect to see our students 
meet or exceed institutional and national averages when comparing progress on critical 
thinking skills. 

SLO 1: Student Competency 

�x Core Exit Exam: The Core exit exam contains questions from HEC core courses. Exam is 
completed during course time in last semester before graduation. Benchmark is 70% mean 
score.  

SLO 2: Student Skills 

�x Site Supervisor/Mentoring Teacher Assessment Reports: Each concentration in Human 
Ecology requires either a service learning course (internship, practicum or field experience) 
or student teaching (for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) Licensure). Using the 
evaluations from these site supervisors or mentoring teachers allows us to collect data 
about our students learning outcomes from external sources. One evaluation form is used 
for all of these service-



 

Family Science concentration (formerly Child Development and Family Relations) continues to hold 
approval status from the National Council on Family Relations.  

 

PG 2: Enrollment and Retention  

Human Ecology (HEC) undergraduate enrollment will not decrease each year. Fall to fall retention rate 
will be the same as or exceed university retention rate.  

Table 1. Fall Enrollment by Unit 2011-



 

The School of Human Ecology exceeded the Graduation Rate for First Time Freshmen for the data that is 
available (2014 and 2015). 

Table 4. Degrees Conferred 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 
69 71 72 





 

  

IDEA Progress on Relevant Objectives: 

Benchmark is 3.75/5.0 scale (75%) – for Fall 2021 HEC Faculty scored 4.4 and the IDEA Average for 
Progress on Relevant Objectives for Spring 2022 was 4.4/5.0. 

All faculty exceeded the benchmark of 3.75 on the 5.0 scale; demonstrating that HEC students overall 
rated the progress on course objectives as "substantial" or "exceptional"; an indication of competencies 
met within each course.  

  

Table 6. Human Ecology California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) results: 

Year N Mean 
2021-2022 28 72 
2020-2021 73 72.8 

2019-2020



 

based on NCFR input to standardize the name of academic programs across the United States to 
"Human Development".  

The internship course is set to be re-evaluated this fall, with revised documents and evaluation forms to 
be created and implemented.  

The HEC exit exam is being given to all graduating seniors as an online exam in iLearn.  

 

Appendices 

1. Human Ecology BS Core Curriculum Map 

  



 

Appendix 1: Human Ecology BS Core Curriculum Map 

 

 

 

Distribution of Body of Knowledge Components throughout a Core Curriculum 
Core 
Course 

Core Concepts Integrative 
Elements 

Cross-Cutting Themes 
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HEC 1005  X    X      
HEC 1010 X    X      X 
HEC 2065   X X        
HEC 3011      X  X  X  
AGHE 4500       X  X   
            
            
            
Outcomes 


