


critical thinking.  Scores are aggregated by major and reported annually.  The California Critical 
Thinking Test is a well-tested measure of critical thinking and is accepted by the University as a 
whole.  (It must be noted that the exception of Non-traditional student scores is a university policy 
and not one of the SOPS.  The exemption leads to the exclusion of many of our majors from the 
data.  It’s our goal to work toward the inclusion of all SOPS students.) 

The School of Professional Studies uses the Senor Exit Exam to evaluate majors in Critical 
Thinking.  The goal is to have an increasing score in the Exam annually, and to meet or exceed the 
university average score. 

Results are distributed to the Dean of the College and discussed among faculty and School Directors. 

2. Student Success Rates: Although not the only measure, one measure of student learning outcomes is 
student success rate in courses. 

3. BPS Professional Culminating Project: The Senior Culminating Project or Capstone course is required 
of all Professional Studies majors. Each student must complete either a 6000-word research paper 
or a real-world project that demonstrates a synthesis of knowledge from their program of 
study from their concentration area.  
 
Faculty members complete the rubric on each student that completes the course, entering a score 
based on the rubric. The scores are combined to get an overall score for each semester's cohort of 
students.  
 
Data from the rubric is used to assess overall preparedness for the senior project, and student 
development in research question development, analysis, integration and synthesis of concentration 
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The course is helping identify students who will need additional support in the Capstone course.  We will 
be looking further into potential intervention approaches to help these students succeed. We will begin 
evaluating the effectiveness of this new course now that we have had time to tweak the course. 

Appendices 

1. Curriculum Map 

2. BPS Culminating Project Rubric 



Appendix 1: Curriculum Map 

Course Number Course Title  

Student Learning 



Information Technology Concentration (choose one course from each 
area)       

Management Information Systems Overview       
PTMA 3020 
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International Organizational Leadership (all courses required)       
BMGT 3600 International Management    X X 
COMM 3560 Intercultural Communication   X X 
POLI 4350  International Law X X X 
POLS 4508  Theories and Concepts in International Relations   X X 
PS 3510  International Political Economy X X X 
Health Administration Concentration (all courses required)       
HETH 4210 Healthcare Research X X X 
HETH 4211  Healthcare Leadership and Management   X X 
HETH 4212 Trends and Issues in Healthcare X X X 
HETH 4213 Community Health: Issues & Services  X X X 
COBH 4707 International Health: Problems and Issues X X X 



Appendix 2: BPS Culminating Project Rubric 

Rubric for UNIV 4995 Paper/Project 

 Thesis/ 
Problem/ 
Question 

Information 
Seeking/Sel 
ecting and 
Evaluating 

Analysis Synthesis Document 
ation 

Product/Pro 
cess 

Critical 
Thinking 

4 Student posed Student Student Student Student Student Student 
 a thoughtful, gathered carefully demonstrated documented effectively and demonstrate 
 creative information from analyzed the a quality all sources, creatively used d critical 
 question that a variety of information synthesis of including appropriate thinking by 
 engaged them quality electronic collected and materials from visuals, communication asking 
 in challenging and print drew both sounds, and tools to convey appropriate 
 or provocative sources, appropriate emphasis animations. their questions, 
 research. The including and inventive areas. Ideas Sources are conclusions and considering 
 question breaks appropriate conclusions were properly cited, demonstrated legitimacy of 
 new ground or licensed supported by organized in a both in-text/in- thorough, information 
 contributes to databases. evidence. logical product and effective and sources, 
 knowledge in a Sources are  manner and on Works- research and 
 focused, relevant,  conclusions Cited/Works- techniques. evaluating/in 
 specific area. balanced and  show a strong Consulted Product cluding 
  include critical  integration of pages/slides. displays multiple 
  readings relating  ideas drawn Documentatio creativity and perspectives. 
  to the thesis or  from multiple n is error-free. originality.  
  problem. Primary  sources.    
  sources were      
  included (if      
  appropriate).      

3 Student posed Student Student (s) Student Student Student Student 
 a focused gathered product included both documented effectively demonstrate

 

  


