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Mission: The mission of the School of Art, Craft & Design is to prepare BFA majors for careers in visual 
art studios, design practice and art education.  More broadly, the SAC&D seeks to enable students to 
discover creative potential, to learn skills design processes, to acquire cultural knowledge, and to 
develop critical faculties through visual art experiences.  The SAC&D also seeks to instill an appreciation 
of visual arts in all University students, and to broaden the cultural perspective of the community, state, 
and region. A unique facet of Tennessee Tech is the School of Art, Craft & Design's satellite campus, the 



Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO 1: Students will have broad understanding of art movements, artists and historical context to 
deepen understanding.  This knowledge informs individual student creative practice and art 
making.  This knowledge is primarily gained through successful completion of Art History 
courses and performance is measured via final semester grades and mid-semester exams. 

SLO 2: Students will be familiar with non-Western art forms, which provides them with greater sources 
of inspiration and understanding of the various purposes of, perspectives and motivation for 
creating art. This knowledge is gained and measured via exam in required Art History courses. 

SLO 3: Students will comprehensively develop as an artist with a competent understanding of process, 
concept, professional practice, context and problem solving; measured through successful 
completion of the BFA degree. 

SLO 4: Students will understand the conceptual framework which inspires their artwork and be able to 
cogently describe and defend it.  Measured qualitatively in project critiques and through written 





assess whether the level of accomplishment (the quality of the artwork) in at least two 
classes in the concentration is sufficient to support a recommendation to continue in upper 





Results:  

PG 1: Develop new degrees and programs. 

- We proposed a new Bachelor of Science Degree in Studio Art.  The proposal was approved 
internally at TTU, by NASAD (Art accrediting body) and seeking approval by THEC. 

- Two new minors were approved for delivery: Minor of Art History and a Minor of Studio Art 

PG 2: Increase SAC&D marketing and promotion efforts 

-We procured a billboard on I-40 and Willow Ave. Westbound to promote our Craft Center 
programs. This is also, by default, brings attention to our SAC&D academic program.  As a result 
of the billboard, we’ve experienced increase in overall foot-traffic at the Craft Center. 

-We procured a billboard on HWY 56 South at I-40 to promote our Craft Center programs.  This 
is also, by default, brings attention to our SAC&D academic program. As a result of the billboard, 
we’ve experienced increase in overall foot-traffic at the Craft Center. 

-Increased social media presence to promote faculty and student activities, success and 
accomplishments.  

-Because of COVID, we were unable to participate in several annual events at which we normally 
participate. 

PG 2:  Successfully complete the COVID academic year through successful implementation of modified 
course delivery, when needed.  

• The SAC&D was able to offer all of its studio courses face to face.  All of our Art History and 
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Senior Thesis and Design Portfolio 

Years 
Senior Thesis or 
Design Portfolio 

Recommended to 
Graduate 

Not Recommended to 
Graduate 

2011-12 6 6  0 
2012-13 7 6  1 
2013-14 14 12  2 

2014-15 12 11* 

1 student was recommended to graduate 
by the senior thesis committee but did 
not graduate due to a general education 
requirement that was not complete 

2015-16 21 9**  

8 students are continuing senior thesis in 
fall 2016.  3 students did not register for 
classes in fall 2016. 1 student changed 
their major. 

2016-17 22 12***  

6 of the original 22 are continuing senior 
thesis in fall 2017.  3 students have not 
registered for classes.  1 student changed 
their major. 

2016-17 9 9  0 

2017-18 22 18 
4 still have coursework to complete 
before they are eligible to graduate 

2018-19 
18 (plus 4 art 
education) 

17 
1 student still has one course to 
complete  

2019-20 26 25 1 student missing Ged Ed Requirement 

2020-21 32 23 
8 design students and 1 thesis student 
continuing in fall 2021 

The threshold of acceptability is 70%; the attached senior thesis assessment instrument aids the 
thesis committee member in determining the final semester grade for each senior thesis in their 
respective studio. 

 



SLO 5: Process of mounting a solo exhibition or design portfolio and website 

Senior Thesis 

Years 
Senior Thesis or 
Design Portfolio 

Recommended to 
Graduate 

Not Recommended to 
Graduate 

2011-12 6 6  0 
2012-13 7 6  1 
2013-14 14 12  2 

2014-15 12 11* 

1 student was recommended to graduate 
by the senior thesis committee but did 
not graduate due to a general education 
requirement that was not complete 

2015-16 21 9**  

8 students are continuing senior thesis in 
fall 2016.  3 students did not register for 
classes in fall 2016. 1 student changed 
their major. 

2016-17 22 12***  

6 of the original 22 are continuing senior 
thesis in fall 2017.  3 students have not 
registered for classes.  



Modifications for Improvement 

Program Goal 1  

We continue seeking the addition of a new Bachelor of Science in Studio Art degree offering to augment 
our pre-existing professional BFA Degree.  The new program will provide more curricular flexibility, 
opportunity to complete a suite of varied courses to better support the career and creative interests of 



Appendices 

1. Curriculum Map 
2. Senior Thesis Faculty Assessment Form 
3. Portfolio Rubric 
4. Sophomore Assessment Forms 

  







Appendix 2: Senior Thesis Faculty Assessment Form 
 

Senior Thesis Faculty Assessment Form 
 
The faculty will fill in all areas below this line upon conclusion of each senior 
thesis meeting with the student: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Level of concepts and ideas driving the work.  
1 Very good. 
2. Good





Appendix 4: Sophomore Assessments 

Sophomore Assessment--Clay Concentration 

Academic Year 2020-21 

Student Name:        T#                           

Email:    

General Education Courses 

English 1010 _____  English 1020_____ Math Gen. Ed. Req._____  

Art Foundations  

Art 1010/1340 (2D Design) _____  Art2010/1350 (3D Design) _____  

Art 2310/1045 (Drawing I) _____                 Art 1250 (Intro to Digital Imaging) _____ 

Art 2320/1050 (Drawing II) or 2330 (Technical Drawing) _____    

Concentration Studios  

Art 2510 Introduction to Clay _____  

Art 3510 Clay on the Wheel or Art 3511 Intermediate Handbuilding _____ 

Transfer substitutions if applicable: ________________________   

List at l



Sophomore Assessment—Art Education Concentration 

Academic Year 2020-21 

Student Name:     T#  

Email:   

General Education Courses 

English 1010 _____  English 1020_____ Math Gen. Ed. Req._____  

Art Foundations  

Art 1010/1340 (2D Design) _____     Art 2010/1350 (3D Design) _____      

Art 2310/1045 (Drawing I) _____  


