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Mission: The mission of the School of Art, Craft & Design is to prepare BFA majors for careers in visual 
art studios, design practice and art education.  More broadly, the SAC&D seeks to enable students to 
discover creative potential, to learn skills design processes, to acquire cultural knowledge, and to 
develop critical faculties through visual art experiences.  The SAC&D also seeks to instill an appreciation 
of visual arts in all University students, and to broaden the cultural perspective of the community, state, 
and region. A unique facet of Tennessee Tech is the School of Art, Craft & Design's satellite campus, the 
Appalachian Center for Craft, which is dedicated to promoting excellence in American 

The Bachelor of Fine Art degree is the initial professional degree in art. The School of Art, Craft & Design 
has developed the degree in accordance with the guidelines established by the National Association of 
Schools of Art and Design. 

Program Goals: 

PG 1: Increase SAC&D marketing and promotion efforts to increase visibility to support increased 
enrollment; visibility should be in form of: exhibition, craft fair participation, print materials, 
mailings, social media presence and monthly e-newsletter distribution. 

PG 2: To provide support for faculty research, travel and professional development. 

Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO 1: Students will have broad understanding of art movements, artists and historical context to 
deepen understanding.  This knowledge informs individual student creative practice and art 
making.  This knowledge is primarily gained through successful completion of Art History 
courses and performance is measured via final semester grades and mid-semester exams. 

SLO 2: Students will be familiar with non-Western art forms, which provides them with greater sources 
of inspiration and understanding of the various purposes of, perspectives and motivation for 
creating art. This knowledge is gained and measured via exam in required. Art History courses. 

SLO 3: Students will comprehensively develop as an artist with a competent understanding of process, 
concept, professional practice, context and problem solving; measured through successful 
completion of the BFA degree. 

SLO 4: Students will understand the conceptual framework which inspires their artwork and be able to 
cogently describe and defend it.  Measured qualitatively in project critiques. 







or design.  Students must earn a grade of "C" or better to meet the threshold of 
acceptability. 

The senior thesis process models important professional expectations that studio artists 
typically experience. In this process, occasionally a student may fail to produce enough 
work, or work of sufficient quality, and will not receive the minimum grade of "C" in a senior 
thesis course. However, in a more frequent minority of cases, a student may experience a 
breakthrough that prompts a change of direction in the work, or encounter an unforeseen 
technical or aesthetic roadblock that requires more time to resolve, even though the 
quantity and quality of work is sufficient for a passing grade. The student may be advised by 
the committee and choose the opportunity to extend the project an extra semester. The 
senior thesis process is intended to fulfill the professional requirement that an emerging 
professional artist can present a body of work that projects a clear level of aesthetic and 
technical resolution. The resulting portfolio will be the basis of judgment for galleries, 
exhibitions, professional art fairs, graduate school admission, etc. The data that have been 
collected over the years for the BFA program exist in the form of photographic portfolios 
and artists statements recording each senior thesis project. A group of qualified art faculty, 
curators or art dealers can review these portfolios and assess the program relative to other 
college programs or professional standards relevant to a given art venue, such as graduate 
school entrance, juried art shows or gallery representation. During evaluator visits from the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design, five years of senior thesis portfolios are 
presented for review along with student t



Results:  

PG 1: Increase SAC&D marketing and promotion efforts 

We've continued to make significant progress in this area and we strive to continue to broaden our 
reach, define our target audience, and refine ways in which we can reach them. 

• New social media accounts:  Facebook 4

https://www.facebook.com/tntechschoolofartcraftanddesign/
https://www.facebook.com/tntechschoolofartcraftanddesign/
https://www.instagram.com/tntech_art/


SLO 2: Familiar with non-Western art forms 

Course Final Grades for Ancient Mesoamerican Art History (course taught every 3rd semester) 

Years 
Students 
Assessed 

Percentage of Students 
meeting Threshold 

2016-17 27 26 = 96% 
2018-19 17 16 = 94% 

SLO 3: Comprehensively develop as an artist 

Sophomore Assessment Results 

Years 
Students 
Assessed 

Recommended 
to Advance 

Not Recommended 
to Advance Defer Comments 

2011-12 11 11 0  





Modifications for Improvement 

PG 1: Increase SAC&D marketing and promotion efforts 

We seek to add new degree offerings to augment our pre-existing professional BFA Degree.  The new 
programs will provide more curricular flexibility, opportunity to complete a suite of varied courses to 
better support the career and creative interests of our students and better serve a growing population 
of transfer and diverse students, such as non-traditional and/or veteran students, ultimately having a 
positive effect on enrollment, recruitment and retention within the School of Art, Craft & Design. 

A new Bachelor of Science degree proposal is in the early stages of the approval process at this 
time.  The Letter of Notification has been submitted internally.  The SAC&D have successfully added new 
minors to provide great educational pathways for a wider range of students.  These new minors 





Appendix 1: Curriculum Map 
 

Course SLO 1 SLO 2 SLO 3 SLO 4









Appendix 4: Sophomore Assessments 

Sophomore Assessment--Clay Concentration 

Academic Year 2020-21 



Sophomore Assessment—Art Education Concentration 

Academic Year 2020-21 

Student Name:     T#  

Email:   

General Education Courses 

English 1010 _____  English 1020_____ Math Gen. Ed. Req._____  

Art Foundations  


