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3. I.S. students will be able to Identify and research a topic from various perspectives, address 
significant problems that impact a global society, and communicate findings effectively. 

�x Each student will develop a research paper or project that serves to synthesize concepts from the 
students' two concentration areas. 

�x Each student will successfully complete the research paper or project report to an acceptable 
level, correctly utilizing appropriate academic sources.  

Faculty members complete the rubric on each student that completes the course, entering a score 
based on the rubric. The scores are combined to get an overall score for each semester's cohort of 
students.  
 
Data from the rubric is used to assess overall preparedness for the senior project, and student 
development in research question development, analysis, integration and synthesis of concentration 
areas, documentation, and critical thinking. Data is also used in program evaluation to assess areas of 
needed improvement. A score of 2.5 is adequate, 3.0 is considered acceptable, 3.5 advanced, and 4.0 
stellar. 

Area 
Thesis/Problem 

Question 

Information 
Seeking 

Selecting and 
Evaluating 

Analysis Synthesis Documentation 
Product 
Process 

Critical 
thinking 

Spring 
2015 

3.36 3.36 3.17 3.22 3.15 3.17 3.35 

Fall 2015 3.59 3.43 3.32 3.38 3.26 3.15 3.26 
Spring 
2016 

3.59 3.39 3.43 3.41 3.39 3.27 3.15 

Fall 2016 - - - - - - - 
Spring 
2017 

3.66 3.51 3.35 3.51 3.27 3.32 3.51 

Fall 2017 3.61 3.56 3.33 3.37 3.51 3.18 3.37 
Spring 
2018 

3.47 3.48 3.36 3.46 3.33 3.33 3.46 

Fall 2018 3.6 3.58 3.39 3.48 3.33 3.38 3.44 
Spring 
2019 

3.65 3.24 3.28 3.4 3.18 3.11 3.56 

Modifications for Improvement: 

In response to increased interest in Religious Studies courses, the SoIS will add an Instructor-level faculty 
member to teach Sections of Introduction to Religious Studies, and upper division RELS courses. 

The Faculty member was hired with an August 1 hire date 



Student Learning Outcome 1 

Recognizing the importance of critical thinking skills, the SoIS has included a course in Problem Solving at 
our off-campus 2+2 locations since 2009.  Dr. Frye adapted the PSY 3000: Problem Solving course in Fall 
2016 to better address the specific needs of adult learners, and Interdisciplinary Studies majors.  The 
revised course, LIST 3100: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, places more focus on the development 
of critical thinking skills as well as approaches to real-world problem solving.  The SoIS began offering 



Appendix 1: Curriculum Map 
 

Course Number Course Title  
Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO 1 (Critical 
Thinking) 

SLO2 (Develop 
POS) 

SLO3 (Research 
Problem) 

LIST 4994 Introduction to Capstone X X X 
LIST 4995 or PRST 4995  Capstone Project X X X 
Emphasis Area 1 (12 Credits)   X X   
Emphasis Area 2 (12 Credits)   X X   
          
Emphasis area courses must be upper division (3000, 4000).    
Emphasis area #1 must be different from emphasis area #2.    
Students must earn a C or better in LIST 4995 for program completion.    



Appendix 2: Senior Capstone Project Assessment Rubric 

Rubric for UNIV 4995 Paper/Project 
 

 Thesis/ 
Problem/ 
Question 

Information 
Seeking/Sel 
ecting and 
Evaluating 

Analysis Synthesis Document 
ation 

Product/Pro 
cess 

Critical 
Thinking 

4 Student posed Student Student Student Student Student Student 
 a thoughtful, gathered carefully demonstrated documented effectively and demonstrate 
 creative information from analyzed the a quality all sources, creatively used d critical 
 question that a variety of information synthesis of including appropriate thinking by 
 engaged them quality electronic collected and materials from visuals, communication asking 
 in challenging and print drew both sounds, and tools to convey appropriate 
 or provocative sources, appropriate emphasis animations. their questions, 
 research. The including and inventive areas. Ideas Sources are conclusions and considering 
 question breaks appropriate conclusions were properly cited, demonstrated legitimacy of 
 new ground or licensed supported by organized in a both in-text/in- thorough, information 
 contributes to databases. evidence. logical product and effective and sources, 
 knowledge in a Sources are  manner and on Works- research and 
 focused, relevant,  conclusions Cited/Works- techniques. evaluating/in 
 specific area. balanced and  show a strong Consulted Product cluding 
  include critical  integration of pages/slides. displays multiple 
  readings relating  ideas drawn Documentatio creativity and perspectives. 
  to the thesis or  from multiple n is error


