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Mission:
The Department of Counseling and Psychology includes the mission of offering a strong undergraduate
academic program in psychology. The
undergraduate psychology program is designed to develop skills
that will lead to life-long success in many professional fields including graduate
study in psychology, and
is designed to develop effective communication, critical thinking, and life-long learning skills in the context
of acquiring
knowledge in the field of psychology. The undergraduate program includes a two semester
culminating senior thesis project that every student
completes under the supervision of a faculty member
to further develop these critical thinking and communication skills. Instruction is a major
component of
the academic mission of the department. A committed faculty serves the program through instruction,
scholarly activity, and service
aimed at providing high quality academic experiences for students. The
department is strongly supportive of an environment that protects and
promotes human welfare and equal
opportunity. The department also serves the wider University Community, Upper Cumberland region,
State, and
Nation through research and public service.

Program Goal 1
Define Goal:
Maintain adequate faculty with appropriate expertise to deliver a quality program.
Intended Outcomes /bmacfover:
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 Early on students were advised by faculty.
 This model gradually shifted to professional advisors.  As early as 2006 we began to receive complaints from students and tried to meet with the
professional advisors in the College of Arts and Sciences where the major was originally housed.  NSSE scores were well below the institutional
average for freshmen and seniors.  The failure to improve these advising services was one important factor in our decision to move the psychology
major to the College of Education where the faculty are housed.  The advising services our students receive from the professional advisors in the
College of Education has resulted in much fewer student complaints and much higher NSSE advising related scores.  Since 2006 our freshmen and
senior scores have moved from below TTU and National averages to equal to, or slightly above TTU and National averages. 

Attachments:Attached Files
 NSSE Advising Scores.pdf

SLO Goal 1: Results
Goal/Objective/Outcome Number:

Students completing the baccalaureate program in psychology will compare favorably in their knowledge of psychology with graduates of
undergraduate programs in the state, region, and nation.
Results:
Results

The average scores of students graduating from the baccalaureate program in psychology were within one standard deviation of the national average
on the ETS major field test in psychology in each of the preceding years with variations from year that are probably due to individual differences in
student ability in each cohort.
Attachments:Attached Files

 ETS major field scores

SLO Goal 2: Results
Goal/Objective/Outcome Number:

Students completing the baccalaureate program in psychology will be capable of planning, implementing, and presenting an original research
project.
Results:
Results

All graduates of the baccalaureate in psychology plan and conduct a senior thesis project for submission to the departmental faculty that involves a
review of the literature, an oral proposal, c ֭  within one
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that students took the test seriously.  Consequently, scores on this test have declined since the VP's retirement.  The university has decided to move
the administration of the test to each College to help improve motivation.   Psychology majors also participate in taking the CAT exam which is
widely used to assess student's critical thinking.  Significant gains have been obtained on the CAT in several key courses within the program
including "Information Literacy in Psychology", and "Problem Solving."  Every three years the NSSE is administered at TTU. The results indicate that

the perceptions of senior psychology majors at TTU compare favorably or are higher than other seniors at TTU and   
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