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¶ Demonstrate critical thinking, reasoned analysis, and/or problem solving. 
¶ Follow any additional directions as assigned by the professor. 

Criteria for Success (Thresholds for Assessment Methods): 

75 percent will score a “B” or higher in History 499X, the senior seminar course, and 100 

percent will acknowledge on the Exit Interview Survey that they are "Very Satisfied" with their 

ability to research and write proficiently. 

 

Results and Analysis: 

The History Department utilizes a scoring rubric to gauge the success of history majors taking 

History 499X, the senior seminar course, focusing in particular on the students’ ability to 

research and write a scholarly paper of professional quality. The rubric allows the department, 

at a quick glance, to measure student success and to identify areas needing improvement, as 

well as to document the percentage of students who earn a “B” grade or higher (up from a “C” 

or higher for the 2021-2022 academic year). The chair then shares this information with the 

entire faculty at an assessment meeting at the end of the spring semester. The History 

Department did not meet its goal of 75 percent of students scoring at a “B” or above during the 

2022-2023 academic year.  

Rubric Results for Fall 2022 

N=4 Excellent Good Emerging Weak Grades 

Thesis 25% 75% 0% 0% A—1 

Argument 25% 0% 75% 0% B—1 

Primary 0% 75% 25% 0% C—2 

Secondary 50% 50% 0% 0% 
B or 
higher—
50% 

Citations 50% 50% 0% 0%   

English 25% 0% 50% 25%   

Organization 25% 50% 25% 0%   



Directions 25% 25% 0% 50%   

Dr. Susan Laningham taught the Senior Seminar course in the fall of 2022, and the topic of the 
was "The Spanish Civil War." Four students were enrolled and completed the requirements for 
the course. The grades for the course were mixed, with one student scoring an "A," one a "B," 
and two a "C." The "A" paper was very well done. Indeed, the student scored "Excellent" in 



 

Dr. Elizabeth Propes taught the Senior Seminar in the spring of 2023 that included six students. 

The topic of the course was “Europe Since 1968.” The class yielded several good papers, one of 

which was simply outstanding. Two students made “A’s” on their papers, and one scored a high 

“B+”. The outstanding paper earned “Excellent” in each category on the scoring rubric. (This 

student also scored in the 99th percentile on the ACAT exam!) On the other “A” paper, the 

student scored “Excellent” or close to it in several categories but also scored “Good” in four. 

The two students who earned a “B” on the paper scored “Excellent” to “Emerging” in all 

categories. The two students who earned a “C” on their papers scored “Emerging” in 7 and 8 

out of 10 categories on the rubric, which brought down the class average. Again, the effort of 

these two students was disappointing, considering that they are completing the requirements 

of the history program and should perform at a higher level. Overall, the History Department 

did not reach did not reach 



relate directly to the History Department’s SLOs. Therefore, the department will include the 
results in assessing the program’s success for the 2022-2023 academic year. The questions that 
correspond to SLO-1, “The Ability to Research & Write Proficiently,” are: 

How satisfied are you with your ability to write effectively? 

 

N=75 

  

Extremely 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied or 
Dissatisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied 

Extremely 
Dissatisfied 

  
58.67 
%  (44) 

  

34.67 
%  (26) 

  

  

1.33%  (1) 

  

  

2.67%  (2) 

  

2.67%  (2) 

How satisfied are you with your ability to understand written information? 

  

N=75 

  

Extremely 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied or 
Dissatisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied 

Extremely 
Dissatisfied 

  
74.67 
%  (56) 

21.33 
%  (16) 

1.33%  (1) 2.67%  (2) 
0 % 

  



overall are satisfied with their abilities in these areas, the department did not meet its goal of 
100 percent of the students answering “Very Satisfied” on the question. Also, the History 
Department conducted an alumni survey as part of its 2022-2023 Program Review and included 
three questions related to SLO-1. An overwhelming majority of the history alumni are satisfied 
with their abilities in these areas, but a few expressed their dissatisfaction. Therefore, this is an 
area in need of improvement. Beginning in the 2023-2024 academic year, the History 
Department will require that every professor teaching the Senior Seminar course to complete 
the rubric for the class as a whole as well as for each individual student to enable the 
department to measure its success for this outcome better. Also, the department has adopted 
the identical grading rubric for History 3410 that is being used in History 499X Senior Seminar, 
and it will implement this in the fall of 2023. This will ensure that students are being taught the 
skills listed on the rubric during History 3410, usually a major’s first history course. 
Furthermore, these skills are now to be emphasized in all upper-division history courses 
students take prior to taking the Senior Seminar course. Using the same rubric allows the chair 
to compile the results more easily and share them with the faculty during the end-of the year 
assessment meeting. Also, the use of the matching rubrics will allow the history faculty to 
compare individual students’ performance on these skills for both 3410 and 499X. 

SLO-2 PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Define Outcome: 

The History Department desires to instill in history majors an appreciation of the past, to 

include a desire to explore history beyond the classroom. The goal is that 50 percent of majors 

will participate in extra-curricular activities/events and 100 percent will acknowledge ("Very 

Satisfied") on the Senior Exit Exam Survey that they possess an interest in pursuing history 

beyond the classroom. 

 

Assessment Methods: 

Tracking spreadsheet for the number of history majors who participate in each extra-curricular 

event/activity and the Senior Exit Exam Survey results. 

 

Criteria for Success (Thresholds for Assessment Methods): 

50 percent of majors will participate in extra-curricular events/activities and 100 percent will 

acknowledge on the Senior Exit Exam Survey that they possess an interest in pursuing history 

beyond the classroom. 

 

Results and Analysis: 

Recognizing its need for improvement in this area, the History Department scheduled more 

extra-curricular activities during the 2022-2023 academic year. Most of these activities were 

sponsored by the History Club and Phi Alpha Theta (PAT), the history honor society, advised by 

Dr. Laura Smith and Dr. Allen Driggers, respectively. Beginning in the fall of 2021, the History 

Department created a tracking chart to be used for each event. The History Club and PAT kicked 



off the new academic year with an introductory meeting on September 9th, during which the 

members planned their activities for the fall term. They held several “game nights,” as that is 





Question/SLO 

N=3 

Very 
Satisfied 

Satisfied Dissatisfied 
Very 
Dissatisfied 

2--SLO2 3       



  

  
55.41 
%  (41) 

32.43 
%  (24) 

12.16 
%  (9) 

 

Use of Results to Improve Outcomes: 

The History Department’s SLO-2, Exploring History Beyond the Classroom, is an outcome that is 

important but difficult to measure. The best ways to gauge this, we have found, is to track 

student participation in history-related events and, frankly, by asking the students about it 

during their Exit Interview. To involve more students, the History Department will build on the 

success the History Club and Phi Alpha Theta had in 2022-2023 by arranging more activities and 

field trips to entice more students to participate. Also, professors will announce these 

opportunities in each of our classes and encourage students to attend. 

 

SLO-3 OBTAIN GENERAL FACTUAL KNOWLEDGE 

 

Define Outcome: 

Graduating history majors will demonstrate a reasonable command of general factual 

knowledge. This will be demonstrated by 100 percent of majors scoring at or above 500 (the 

national averagable command of general factual 



Criteria for Success (Thresholds for Assessment Methods): 

100 percent of majors scoring at or above 500 (the national average) on the ACAT Examination 

and 100 percent acknowledging on the Exit Interview Survey that they are "Very Satisfied" with 

the general factual knowledge they have obtained as a history major. 

 

Results and Analysis: 

In years past, the History Department has relied primarily on the ACAT examination results to 
measure students' general factual knowledge as they conclude the history program. Beginning 
in the 2022-2023 academic year, the department added the Exit Interview Survey to help 
measure the department's success with this SLO. The ACAT examination is a standardized test 





                                     





courses. Faculty must also find a way to encourage to improve the ACAT examination scores. 
Scoring in the 10th and 12th percentiles is simply unacceptable for any senior history major who 
is completing his or her program requirements. And, more student involvement in extra-
curricular activities is a must. The history faculty will be working on all of these in the coming 
academic year. 

Assessment Plan Changes: 
SLO-1 Ability to Research and Write Proficiently 

History majors in their senior year will demonstrate the ability to research and write a scholarly 
paper of professional quality, and 75 percent will score a “B” (up from 70 percent scoring a "C" 
or higher last year) or higher in History 499X, the senior seminar course, and 100 percent will 
acknowledge on the Senior Exit Exam Survey that they are "Very Satisfied" with their ability to 
research and write proficiently (the Senior Exit Exam Survey outcome is new to 2022-2023). 

Beginning in the 2023-2024 academic year, the History Department will require that every 
professor teaching the Senior Seminar course to complete the rubric for the class as a whole as 
well as for each individual student to enable the department to measure its success for this 
outcome better. Also, the department has adopted the identical grading rubric for History 3410 
that is being used in History 499X Senior Seminar, and it will implement this in the fall of 2023. 
This will ensure that students are being taught the skills listed on the rubric during History 3410, 
usually a major’s first history course. Furthermore, these skills are now to be emphasized in all 
upper-division history courses students take prior to taking the Senior Seminar course. Using 
the same rubric allows the chair to compile the results more easily and share them with the 
faculty during the end-of the year assessment meeting. Also, the use of the matching rubrics 
will allow the history faculty to compare individual students’ performance on these skills for 
both 3410 and 499X. 

SLO-2 Participation in Extracurricular Activities 

The goal is that 50 percent of majors will participate in extra-curricular activities/events and 
100 percent will acknowledge ("Very Satisfied") on the Senior Exit Exam Survey that they 
possess an interest in pursuing history beyond the classroom. (Both of these outcomes are new 
to 2022-2023.) 

The History Department’s SLO-2, Exploring History Beyond the Classroom, is an outcome that is 
important but difficult to measure. The best ways to gauge this, we have found, is to track 
student participation in history-related events and, frankly, by asking the students about it 
during their Exit Interview. To involve more students, the History Department will build on the 
success the History Club and Phi Alpha Theta had in 2022-2023 by arranging more activities and 
field trips to entice more students to participate. Also, professors will announce these 
opportunities in each of our classes and encourage students to attend. 

 



SLO-3 Obtain General Faculty Knowledge 

This will be demonstrated by 100 percent of majors scoring at or above 500 (the national 
average) on the ACAT Examination each semester and 100 percent acknowledging on the Exit 
Interview Survey that they are "Very Satisfied" with the general factual knowledge they have 
obtained as a history major. (Both of these outcomes are new to 2022-2023) 

The History Department continues to explore ways to bring up the individual student scores 
and meet its objectives. The history faculty recently discovered that one of the main issues 
partially responsible for the poor student performance on the ACAT exams, is that past exams 
have focused solely on American history content areas. However, approximately half of history 
majors focus on European history, and as a result, take far more courses in European history 
than in American history. Therefore, by administering American-focused ACAT examinations to 
all history majors, regardless of their concentration, the department is setting up some 
students to perform poorly on the exam. Therefore, beginning in Fall 2023, the History 
Department will administer the American-focused ACAT exam to the Americanists students and 
the European-focused ACAT exam to the Europeanists students. This should improve scores. 
Furthermore, faculty continue to consider ways to encourage the students to take the exam 
more seriously. Some have assigned some weight to the exam in calculating the course’s final 
grade or by excusing students from an assignment if they score high. The issue here is that the 
ACAT scores usually arrive after the semester has ended, depriving faculty the opportunity to 
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Appendix 2: Senior Seminar Rubric 
Name: 
 
Course: 

Excellent Good Emerging Weak Paper Grades Comments 






