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Overview

edTPA's portfolio is a collection of authentic artifacts and evidence from a candidate's actual
teaching practice. Understanding Rubric Level Progressions (URLP) is a KEY resource that
is designed to describe the meaning behind the rubrics. A close read of the following URLP
sections will help program faculty and supervisors internalize the criteria and level
distinctions for each rubric.

This document is intended as a resource for program faculty and supervisors who are
supporting candidates with edTPA. Faculty and supervisors are strongly encouraged to
share this document with candidates and use it to support their understanding of the rubrics,
as well as their development as new professionals. The Understanding Rubric Level
Progressions is intended to enhance, not replace, the support that candidates receive from
programs in their preparation for edTPA.

In the next section, we provide definitions and guidelines for making scoring decisions. The
remainder of the document presents the score-level distinctions and other information for
each edTPA rubric, including:

1. Elaborated explanations for rubric Guiding Questions
Definitions of key terms used in rubrics
Primary sources of evidence for each rubric

Rubric-specific scoring decision rules

a > DN

Examples that distinguish between levels for each rubric: Level 3, below 3 (Levels 1
and 2), and above 3 (Levels 4 and 5).

Scoring Decision Rules
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What distinguishes a Level 5 from a Level 4: At Level 5, the candidate meets Level 4
AND ALSO

f Identifies possible preconceptions, errors, or misconceptions associated with the central
focus, and describes specific strategies to identify and respond to them.

f If the plans and commentary attend to preconceptions, errors, or misconceptions
without also satisfying Level 4 requirements, this is not sufficient evidence for
Level 5.
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f If evidence meets the primary criterion at Level 3, the rubric is scored at Level 3 regardless
of the evidence for the secondary criterion

f If evidence meets the primary criterion at Level 4, and candidate has NO connection to
research/theory, the rubric is scored at Level 3.

Below 3






edTPA URLP










edTPA URLP
Secondary Mathematics

What distinguishes a Level 5 from a Level 4: At Level 5, the candidate meets all of
Level 4 AND

f The candidate includes and explains how one or more of the language supports are
either designed or differentiated to meet the needs of students with differing language
needs.
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What distinguishes a Level 4 from a Level 3: At Level 4,

f The learning environment supports learning tasks that appropriately challenge students
by promoting higher-order thinking or application to develop new learning. There must be
evidence that the environment is challenging for students. Examples include: students
cannot answer immediately, but need to think to respond; the candidate asks higher-
order thinking questions; students are trying to apply their initial learning to another
context.

f The learning environment encourages and supports mutual respect among students,
e.g., candidate reminds students to discuss ideas respectfully with each other.

What distinguishes a Level 5 from a Level 4: At Level 5,

f The learning environment encourages students to express, debate, and evaluate
differing perspectives about content with each other. Perspectives could be from
curricular sources, students' ideas, and/or lived experiences.
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Above 3
Evidence that demonstrates performance above 3:

[ Feedback is specific, related to assessed learning objectives, and addresses students'
strengths AND needs.

What distinguishes a Level 4 from a Level 3: At Level 4,

f Specific feedback addresses both strengths and needs. For example, "You did a great
job setting up the equation that fits the situation and solving correctly (STRENGTH).
Make sure to check your answer is in simplest form and makes sense in the problem"
(NEED). Each student work sample must contain both strengths AND needs to score at
this level. Strengths on one paper and needs on another does not meet the criteria for a
level 4. (In the event that the feedback on two of the focus students has both strengths
and needs, and the third student scored high enough that only strengths are appropriate,
it can be scored at a level 4.)

What distinguishes a Level 5 from a Lev el 4: At Level 5, the candidate meets Level 4
AND

f The feedback for at least one focus student includes:

[ A strategy to address a specific learning need, including the need for a greater

challenge. For example, "You got the right answer. Make sure you slow down and
show all of your work." OR

f A meaningful connection to experience or prior learning. For example, the candidate
refers back to a prior math lesson: "l want you to visualize the new situation as you
did in the problem you solved yesterday, to be able to compare the two different
scenarios. Then sketch the situation and label all the angles and sides before you
work on solving it. This will help you see the problem as you solve it."
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What distinguishes a Level 2 from a Level 3: At Level 2,

f
























	Understanding Rubric Level Progressions
	Overview
	Scoring Decision Rules

	Planning Rubric 1: Planning for Mathematical Understandings
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Mathematic Terms Central to the edTPA:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Planning Rubric 2: Planning to Support Varied Student Learning Needs
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Planning Rubric 3: Using Knowledge of Students to Inform Teaching and Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Planning Rubric 4: Identifying and Supporting Language Demands
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Planning Rubric 5: Planning Assessments to Monitor and Support Student Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Instruction Rubric 6: Learning Environment
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Instruction Rubric 7: Engaging Students in Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Instruction Rubric 8: Deepening Student Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Instruction Rubric 9: Subject-Specific Pedagogy: Using Representations
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Instruction Rubric 10: Analyzing Teaching Effectiveness
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Assessment Rubric 11: Analysis of Student Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Assessment Rubric 12: Providing Feedback to Guide Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Assessment Rubric 13: Student Understanding and Use of Feedback
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Assessment Rubric 14: Analyzing Students' Language Use and Mathematics Learning
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3


	Assessment Rubric 15: Using Assessment to Inform Instruction
	The Guiding Question
	Key Concepts of Rubric:
	Scoring Decision Rules
	Unpacking Rubric Levels
	Level 3
	Below 3
	Above 3



