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UnderstandingCurriculumRelated Communicatiom edTPA:

Supporting the Focus LearnsrUse of Expressive/Receptive Communication

Qurriculum-related communicationn edTPAsthe means by whickearnersdevelop and express content
understandingselated to the learning goandlessonobjectives It can focus on understanding or
interpreting communication or on its actual usommunication includes language content, form, and
sequence; various communication modes or forms, including augmented communication, verbal or
nonverbal communication, and devieand other technology; expressive or receptive communication; a
initiative or responsive communicatio@ommunications can nge from nonverbal signals or omeord
answers to paragraphsssays, and laboratory reports, depending on the ledsnéevelopmental needs
and the learning goal

As directed by the edTPA handbook:

x Candidates identifpne importantexpressive or receptidmmunication skillhat the focus
learner will use in order to participate in learning tasks or demonstrate learalated to the
learning goal (Planning Task 1, Progit
x Next, candidates must identify and describe how they plan to support the focus learner in
understanding how to use the communication skill (Planning Task 1, Pdinpt
x Communication supportare strategies that are used to build the focus learner's goal-
related communication within a learning task or demonstration of learning. Strategies
involve modeling the appropriate communication skills for learners to understand or use in
a specific context as well as opportunities for guided practice, generalization, and
maintenance. Communication supports can also include assistive technology and other
mediators.

x Examples of supports include modeling, rehearsal, guided practice, word walls, graphic
organizers, language frames, and examples of communication use.

This handout provides definitions faand concrete examples of communication skills and supports to

help teacher candidates and educator preparation programs understand edTPA Rubrics 4 ai@kt4he

edTPA Special Education Assessment Handbook glossary and the Understanding Rubric Level Progressions
for Special Education for additional examples.
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