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Candidate Support Resource 

Understanding Academic Language in edTPA: 

AL is the "language of 
the discipline" used to engage students in learning and includes the means by which students develop and 
express content understandings. 

When completing their edTPA, candidates must consider the AL (i.e., language demands) present 
throughout the learning segment in order to support student learning and language development. The 
(listed under "Events"), and periodic MOOC offerings.  The most relevant resources for teacher candidates 
are the teaching resources in English/language arts (with an example based on history/social science texts) 
and mathematics, with materials forthcoming in science.  These teaching resources are explained and 
annotated to illustrate how to combine academic language development and content pedagogy for all 
students, including English learners. 
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