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Candidate Support Resource 

Understanding Academic Language in edTPA:  
Supporting Learning and Language Development 

Academic language (AL) is the oral and written language used for academic purposes. AL is the  related to the language function and learning task 
(Planning Task 1, Prompt 4c).  

�x Finally, candidates must identify and describe the instructional and/or language supports they have 
planned to address the language demands (Planning Task 1, Prompt 4d). Language supports are 
scaffolds, representations, and instructional strategies that teachers intentionally provide to help 
learners understand and use the language they need to learn within disciplines.  

This AL handout provides definitions and a few examples of language demands and supports to help 
teacher candidates and educator preparation programs understand edTPA Rubrics 4 and 14.  See the 
edTPA English as an Additional Language Assessment Handbook glossary and the Understanding Rubric 
Level Progressions for English as an Additional Language for additional examples. 

Another valuable resource is the website of Understanding Language

, the center that recently merged with 
SCALE.  This website has a number of papers on academic language for all students, archived webinars 






