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Kristen Pennycuff Trent, Ph.D. 
TTU 2+2 at PSCC 
Alexander 252E 

Knoxville, TN 37931 
865-539-7395 

 
Education and Credentials  
   Ph.D., Exceptional Learning-Literacy Concentration, 

  Tennessee Technological University,  

  August 2003.   

 

  M.S., Curriculum and Instruction- Reading Concentration,  

  Tennessee Technological University, 

  August 2000.   

 

  B.S., Human Learning-Multidisciplinary Studies, 

  Tennessee Technological University, August 1995.   

 

Licensed Public Tennessee Teacher, Type 03 Professional Teacher, Career Ladder Level I, 

Endorsement Codes 402 (K-8) and 075 (Reading Specialist), #410191492 
 

Summary of Qualifications 
 Proven effectiveness in grant writing, securing $2,408,200 in funds since 2001 

 $2 





 

3 

legislative action team member 2002-present;delegate to the Tennessee Reading 

Association’s Leadership Conference 2002-2005; Co-Editor for Tennessee Reading 

Teacher, 2007-2009 and 2013-2016;  Editorial Review Board for Tennessee Reading 

Teacher, 2004-2007.   

 Tennessee Education Association, member 1995-present, membership committee 2004-

2006 

 Tennessee Reading First Cadre Member and Consultant, 2004-2009  

 State of Tennessee Early Childhood Professional Standards Committee, member 

2004.   

Local  
 Farragut High School Education Foundation, member 2023-present 

 East Tennessee Healthy Families Advisory Board, appointed member 2014-present 

 Town of Farragut/Knox County Joint Education Relations Committee, appointed 

member 2013-2020, secretary 2013, vice chair 2014-2015, chair 2015-2019. 

 Early Childhood Consultant for Early Reading First in Knox County, TN, 2008-

2009.   

 Putnam County Reading Textbook Adoption Committee, 2006-2007 

 Putnam County Community Advisory Board for Early Childhood Education, 

member 2005-2008. 

 National School Renaissance Conference, school-wide delegate, 2000 

 Daycare and Headstart Liaison for Kindergarten Transitions at North Cumberland 

Elementary School, 1999-2001 

 Inservice presenter for Tennessee Literacy Grant at York Elementary School and 

Allardt Elementary School, 1999  

 Families and Schools Together Coordinator for North Cumberland Elementary, 1999-

2001 

 Tutor for Families and Schools Together Program, 1998-2001 

 Parenting Classes Facilitat2 0 Td
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president 1996 

University 

 College of Education CAEP Assessment of Assessments Committee, member 2021-

present 

 SACS COC Committee 10.6 Distance and Correspondence Education,  2020-2021 

 SACS COC Committee FR 4.8 Distance and Correspondence Education,  2013-2016 

  Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Committee, member 2005- 

                2011. 

 Teacher Education Committee, member 2004-2007. 

 College of Education Directors’ Committee, member 2003-2006. 

 Credentialed to Teach in PhD Program, 2003 

 Child Development Lab Advisory Board, chair 2002-2005, member 2002-present. 

 Child Development Lab Preschool Expansion Grant Advisory Board, member 2002- 

               2004, chair 2004-2006. 

 Tennessee Tech Literature Conference, member 2002-present 

 Tennessee Tech Council of the International Reading Association, member 1995-

present; secretary 2001; vice president 2001;  president 2002;  past-president 2003; 

planned, organized, and executed the TTU council of the International Reading 



 

5 

 National Education Association’s Emerging Leaders April 2004 

 The Tennessean’s Top 40 Under 40 March 2004 

 Featured in Tennessee Early Childhood Training Alliance’s Treasures, 2002 

   

Employment History  
2018-present  Professor, College of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, 

Tennessee Technological University 

 

2009-2018  Associate Professor, College of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, 

Tennessee Technological University 

 

2002-2009  Instructor and Assistant Professor, College of Education, Department of Curriculum 

and Instruction, Tennessee Technological University 

 

2002-2006  Faculty Liaison and Coordinator, Tennessee Technological University Child 

Development Laboratory   

 

2002-2002  Director of the Tennessee Technological University Child Development Laboratory 

 

2001-Present  Independent reading consultant for Cumberland County Schools 

 

1998-2001  Self contained classroom instructor for Cumberland County  

Schools (Fifth grade and kindergarten) 

 

1995-1998  Self contained classroom instructor for Fentress County  

Schools (Third grade and kindergarten) 

 

Courses Taught 
• 
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• Child and Family Studies 2210  Field Experience Observation 
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implement engaging strategies related to students’ developmental, cultural, and 

socioeconomic factors.  

• Curriculum Education 6920 Empowering Literacy Instruction I (Lecture 3, Credit 3):  

Diagnostic and corrective strategies for struggling readers and writers while creating 

sustainable systemic change in literacy practice.   

• Curriculum Education 6923 Empowering Literacy Instruction II (Lecture 3, Credit 3):  

Diagnostic and corrective strategies for struggling readers and writers while creating 
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instruction based on student’s needs, creating a positive learning environment, collaborating 

with colleagues and others, effectively assessing student learning and reflecting on practice. 

• Elementary Education 4882 Residency II Seminar (Seminar 2, Credit 2):  

Corequisite: ELED 4881. Seminar for residency II candidates supporting professional 

development in areas of planning, assessment, instruction, classroom management, 

communication and reflection. 

• ESL Methodology and Materials for PreK-12 

http://catalog.tntech.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=8&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=1&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=3&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=ELED+4882&filter%5Bexact_match%5D=1#tt8961
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need. 

• Reading 4310/5310  Reading-Writing Assessment and Intervention Strategies K-8 

(Lecture 3, Credit 3):  Holistic views of reading and writing, naturalistic assessment, and 

appropriate intervention strategies.  

• Reading 6310  Diagnosis and Correction of Reading Difficulties: Theory and Practice  

(Lecture 3, Credit 3):  Nature and causes of reading difficulties.  Diagnostic and corrective 

procedures.  Supervised practice in testing and corrective teaching.  

http://www.journalofacademicperspectives.com/back-issues/volume-2015/volume-2015-no-4/
http://www.forumonpublicpolicy.com/archive07/theimpactofpolicydrivenprofessionaldevelopmentonemergentliteracyinstruction.pdf
http://www.forumonpublicpolicy.com/archive07/theimpactofpolicydrivenprofessionaldevelopmentonemergentliteracyinstruction.pdf
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Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (2021).  A review of Restorative Literacies: Creating a Community of Care in 

Schools.  In Teachers College Record at  

https://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentID=23843
http://www.tams.net/resources/Journal/JourFall2013.pdf
http://www.tnreads.org/Journals/FallWinter1314TNReadingTeacher.pdf
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Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (2009).  Creating a Clubbin’ Culture: Using Book and Writing Clubs for All 

Ages, Tennessee Reading Matters, 2, 1-2. 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (200
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Grant Proposals: Principal Investigator 
 Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen, Jane Baker, Melissa Comer, Rene Grimes, Angela Jones, Elizabeth Mcmillan, 

Stephanie Richards, and Amber Spears.  (2022).  Exploration of Teacher Perceptions of Literacy Initiative in 

Tennessee.  Awarded $3,000 from the TTU QEP EDGE grant for READ 3311/3310/3313 and FOED 3810. 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (2021).  Creating an East Tennessee Student Chapter of the Literacy Association 

of Tennessee.  Awarded $1,700 from the Literacy Association of Tennessee.   
 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen, Jane Baker, Martha Howard, and Angie Smith.  (2014).  Fabulous Family Fun: 

Engaging Pre-service Teachers, Families, and Case Workers with Family Kits for STEM and Literacy.  Awarded 

$4,500 
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Comer, Melissa, Kathy Brashears, Sarah Keller, Rachel Madron, and Kristen Pennycuff-Trent.  (November 

2008).  Net Lingo + Standard English: BKA (Better Known As) PANS (Pretty Awesome New Stuff).  To be 

presented before the National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference in San Antonio, TX.  (Pennycuff-

Trent unable to attend due to birth of son.) 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (March 2008).  Managing Disruptive Student Behavior.  Moderated session for 

American Federation of Teachers/National Education Association Higher Education Summit in Washington, D.C.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (March 2006).  Improving Student Retention.  Moderated session for American 

Federation of Teachers/National Education Association Higher Education Summit in Orlando, FL.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (May 2004).  Presentations with Style.  Presented before National Education 

Association’s Emerging Leaders’ Academy in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Presentations:  Regional 
Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen, Alicia Laffoon, Queen Ogbomo, Malinda Lloyd, and Amy Leigh Rogers.  

(March 2019).  Using Non-Fiction Literature Circles to Process the edTPA Documents.  Presented before the 

Southeastern Regional edTPA Conference in Franklin, TN.   

   
Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen, Alicia Laffoon, Queen Ogbomo, Malinda Lloyd, and Amy Leigh Rogers.  

(March 2018).  Using Non-Fiction Literature Circles to Process the edTPA Documents.  Presented before the 

Southeastern Regional edTPA Conference in Birmingham, AL.   

 
Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen and Stephanie Richards.  (June 2017).  Usin
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 Kolodziej, Nancy, Kathy Brashears, Shannon Collins, Melissa Comer, Kristen Pennycuff, Deborah Setliff, 

and Sandy Smith.  (December 2005).  Practicing What We Teach: An Integrated Literacy Block for Education 

Majors.  To be presented before the 24th Southeastern Regional Conference of the International Reading Association 

in New Orleans, LA.  (Conference cancelled due to Hurricane Katrina.) 

 

Presentations:  State 
 Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (July 2023).  
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Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen and Tiffanie Wright.  (November 2014).  Engaging Students with Interactive 

Science Notebook.   Presented at the TN Science Teachers’ Association conference in Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (August 2014).  Exploring the Reading Comprehension/Writing Connection.  

Invited presentation at the Dyslexia Center Reading Conference in Murfreesboro, TN.   

 

Edwards, Sharon, Stephanie Richards, and Kristen Pennycuff-Trent.  (September 2014).  Using Exemplary 

Texts and Readers’ Theater to Prevent Bullying.  Presented at the TN Council of Teachers’ of English 
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 Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (July 2009).  Reflections on a Successful Year.  Presented at Tennessee Reading 

Association’s Leadership Conference in Montgomery Bell, TN. 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen.  (July 2008).  Goals and Vision for the Future.  Presented at Tennessee Reading 

Association’s Leadership Conference in Montgomery Bell, TN. 

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (July 2005).  Keys to Membership Recruitment and Retention.  Presented at 

Tennessee Reading Association’s Leadership Conference in Montgomery Bell, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (May 2005).  Reading First Make-Up Academy for Kindergarten Teachers.  

Sessions included:  Phonological Awareness, Alphabetic Principle, Phonics, Read Aloud Sessions and Listening 

Comprehension, and Designing Effective Lessons.    Presented at the Reading First Academy for three days in 



 

21 

 

Pennycuff-Trent, Kristen, Leslie Suters, Alicia Laffoon, and Marilyn Bruckman.  (April 2023).  What to 

Expect as a TTU 2+2 Student.  
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Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (December 2006).  Rich and Robust Vocabulary Instruction.  Presented before 

Keplar Elementary in Rogersville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (November 2006).  I’ve Assessed, Now What?  Presented before Kirkpatrick 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (October 2006).  Reading, It’s Not Just for English Class (Content Area Instruction) 

Presented before Cora Howe Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (October 2006). Question Answer Relationships.  Presented before Cole Elementary 

in Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (October 2006). Modeled and Shared Writing.  Presented before Cole Elementary in 

Nashville, TN. 

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (September 2006).  Brain Based Reading.  Presented before Kirkpatrick Elementary 

in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (September 2006).  Implementing Word Study.  Presented before Cole Elementary in 

Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Developmental Spelling Assessment.  Presented before Cole 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Planning for Success with Word Study.  Presented before Cora Howe 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Implementing Word Study.  Presented before Cora Howe Elementary 

in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Brain Based Reading Instruction.  Presented before Kirkpatrick 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Making Sense of Phonics.  Presented before Kirkpatrick Elementary 

in Nashville, TN.   
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Pennycuff, Kristen R. (August 2006).  Developmental Spelling Assessment.  Presented before Kirkpatrick 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (May 2006).  Organizing for Differentiated Instruction.  Presented before Keplar 

Elementary in Rogersville, TN.   
 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (May 2006).  Classroom Management.  Presented before Keplar Elementary in 

Rogersville, TN.  

 

 Pennycuff, Kristen R. (March 2006).  Word Study.  Presented before Cora Howe Elementary in Nashville, 

TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (March 2006).  Developmental Spelling Assessment.  Presented before Cora Howe 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (January 2006).  Teaching Reading.  Presented before Keplar Elementary in 

Rogersville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (January 2006).  Retellings.  Presented before Keplar Elementary in Rogersville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (January 2006).  Word Walls.  Presented before Keplar Elementary in Rogersville, 

TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (October 2005).  Retellings to Enhance and Assess Comprehension.  Presented 

before Cora Howe Elementary in Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (October 2005).  Retellings to Enhance and Assess Comprehension.  Presented 

before Cora Howe Elementary in Nashville, TN.   

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R. (October 2005).  Guided Reading Tool-Kits.  Presented before Cora Howe 

Elementary in Nashville, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (September 2005).  Literature Circles.  Presented before Kirkpatrick Elementary in 

Nashville, TN.  

 

 Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (September 2005).  Cooperative Learning.  Presented before Cole Elementary in 

Nashville, TN.  
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Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (September 2005).  Lite
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Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (January 2005).  Incorporating Expository Text.  Presented before Dodson’s Branch 

Elementary in Dodson’s Branch, TN.    

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (December 2004).  Literature Circles with Fiction and Non-Fiction Books.  

Presented before Dodson’s Branch Elementary in Dodson’s Branch, TN.  

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (November 2004).  Inclusive Literacy Practices for Struggling Secondary Readers.  

Presented before Jackson County High School in Gainesboro, TN. 

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (October 2004).  Inclusive Literacy Practices for Struggling Emergent Readers.  

Presented before Overton County School System in Livingston, TN.    

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (September 2004).  Exemplary Teaching Practices in Literacy.  Presented before 

Dodson’s Branch Elementary in Dodson’s Branch, TN.    
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Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (March 2004).  Three Tiers of Instruction.  Presented before Dodson’s Branch 

Elementary in Dodson’s Branch, TN.    

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (February 2004).  Five Components of Research Based Reading Instruction.  

Presented before Dodson’s Branch Elementary in Dodson’s Branch, TN.    

 

Pennycuff, Kristen R.  (January 2004).  
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Randall Kincaid, EdD 
Retired, Instructional Supervisor of English/Language Arts K-8, Sevier County Schools 
Former State Coordinator, Literacy Association of Tennessee 
226 Cedar Street  
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862   
randykincaid@sevier.org  
(865) 453-4671 
 
Sandy H. Smith, EdD 
Cumberland University 
School of Education & Public Service 
Bone Hall 101 
One Cumberland Square 
Lebanon, TN  37087 
sandy.smith@cumberland.edu 
(931) 261-8771 


	Courses Taught

