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Expanded Contemporary EmphasisClassical Emphasis
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and Conclusions
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Sample Disclosed Question
A scientist working at a government agency believes that an ingredient commonly used in 
bread causes criminal behavior. To support the 
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Critical Thinking @
Florida State University

criticalthinking.fsu.edu

The CAT@
Florida State University

Primary Assessment Tool

Professional Development 
Opportunity

Faculty Training

Numbers @
Florida State University

13 of 14 
Colleges

Branch Campuses

26 Unique Majors

“Outside” Projects

4,000+ CAT Instruments Administered 
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Campus Impacts @
Florida State University

“by introducing that kind of real-life problem based learning, 
they (students) are able to identify the problem needs in their 
own way… instead of having the same information on the 
problem, they are given the opportunity to uncover their own 
information on the problem.” 
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Campus Impacts @
Florida State University

“If you are not testing them on critical thinking, they 
may still be able to figure out those definitions, but not 
necessarily understand the deeper meaning.” 
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Campus Impacts @
Florida State University

Discipline –
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Discipline – Specific 
Critical Thinking Assessments

Changes in 
Pedagogy 
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Lessons Learned @
Florida State University

�ƒBe the Partner/Facilitator Not the Expert

�ƒLook for Early Adopters

�ƒCampus Partnerships Go Along Way

�ƒEncourage/Support Faculty Publications and Presentation

�ƒLook at it as Herding Cats – Not Cattle

�ƒKeep the Lines of Communication Open with the CAT Folks

Need to Measure Success for Accountability

Why Assess Critical Thinking?

Assessment Drives Improvement Efforts

How We Assess - Determines What Students Learn

ASSESSING & IMPROVING CRITICAL THINKING

Use the CAT as a Model for 
Better Course Assessments

Use the CAT to Assess 
Critical Thinking
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How you learn 

determines how 

you will be able to 

use knowledge

SOLVING 
REAL WORLD
PROBLEMS

Infusing critical 

thinking  with 

discipline 

content  prompts 

application

Benefits of Course-Based CT Assessment 

Thank You
www.CriticalThinkingTest.org

Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.


