
SPANISH 4020: INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE OF SPANISH AMERICA 

Otoño 2020 

Lecturer:  Maria-Cristina Humita 
 
Email:  mchumita@tntech.edu 
 
Office Hours:  MWF 8:30am-9:00pm,  
MWF 11:30-12:00or by appointment on T/TH 
215 B en Oakley 
 
Required Textbook: ORTEGA, Pellón and Gaspar. Letras de Hispanoamérica. First edition. Boston: Vistas Higher Learning, 
2014. Textbook on reserve will be available in the library to borrow for 2 hours a day. 

A good English/Spanish dictionary or Access to  www.wordreference.com 

Course Description 
1. Present various literary works of Latin-American in a cultural, social and political context. 
2. Read and discuss about differences and similarities in mentality and behavior in groups of humans from 
different countries in Latin America. 
 
Student Obligations. 
Advanced class always imply great responsibility for the students. Therefore, students should: Attend all 
classes; Prepare well the readings BEFORE class; Participate actively in all class discussions; Turn in all 
homework on time; Be respectful in class. 

Teaching methods: Lectures, discussions, presentations, written assignments, informative materials on iLearn. 

Student learning outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, students will have learned 
· to appreciate the Literature of Latin America; 
[Communication: Interpretive (Listen, Read/View)] 
· the socio-historic context in which events took place; 
[Communication: Interpretive (Listen, Read/View)] 
· the literary and cultural terms necessary to analyze some literary fragments; 
[Communication: Interpretive (Listen, Read/View)] 
· to improve reading, writing, speaking, and listening in Spanish; 
[Communication: Interpersonal (Speak, Write, Listen)] 
[Communication: Presentational (Speak, Write, Listen)] 
[Communication: Interpretive (Listen, Read/View)] 
· how to analyze an advanced literary work in preparation for future graduate study; 
[Communication: Interpretive (Listen, Read/View)] 



Notas 
2 Exámenes (L. 1-3, 4-5)      30% 
Examen Final ( L 6-7)       20% 
Tarea y pruebitas                                                         20% 
Trabajo Escrito (5 paginas)      20% 
Presentación        10% 
 

 
Exams. Their purpose is to test the understanding of the many concepts introduced in class and the familiarity with the 
different texts. Questions are similar with the those at the end of the readings. 
 
Homework.  It will be announced on iLearn a couple of days before is due. Most of the homework will be at the end of 
the chapter under ** Contestar en escrito del análisis o interpretacion**. These are to be answered in complete 
sentences and due on the date specified on the schedule. 
 
Reading Quizzes.  Announce or unannounced. Reading assignments for the class include the literary segments and the 
historical and cultural introductions found in the textbook.  
 
 Final paper. Each student will write in Spanish a final research paper (5-6pages, plus bibliography) on an author or work 
of his/ her preference. Details of this assignment will be given in class as the semester progresses. 
 
Presentation. The presentation will be a 



DISABILITY ACOMODATION: Students with a disability requiring accommodations should contact the Accessible 
Education Center (AEC). An Accommodation Request (AR) should be completed as soon as possible, preferably by the 
end of the first week of the course. The AEC is located in the Roaden University Center, Room 112; phone 931-372-6119. 
For details, view the Tennessee Tech’s Policy 340 – Services for Students with Disabilities at Policy Central. 
 
 
COVID – 19 
 
1. Students must take personal responsibility in following the recommended CDC COVID-19 guidelines. Students are 
expected follow all COVID-19 directives published by Tennessee Tech including, but not limited to, notices on Tennessee 





10/14 Juan Rulfo p.376 

10/16 �x Jorge Luis Borges p.396 

10/19 �x Julio Cortázar  p.418 

10/21 �x Gabriel García Márquez 

10/23 �x Gabriel García Márquez 

10/26 �x Mario Vargas Llosa- La verdad de las mentiras p. 471-476 
 

10/28 �x Carlos Fuentes -Hernán Cortes p. 497-499  
 

10/30 �x Octavio Paz- Los hijos de la Malinche p.507-519 
 

11/2 �x Compilador Miguel León Portilla, México, DF 
�x Cronista : Bernardino de Sahagún 

 
11/4 �x Repaso 

11/6 Examen L 4-5 

11/9 �x Capítulo 6. Testimonios de la democratización  
�x Augusto Monterroso 

11/11 �x Manuel Puig 

11/13 �x Nancy Morejón 

11/16 �x Pedro Juan Soto 

11/18 �x Julia de Burgos 

11/20 �x 


	Office Hours:  MWF 8:30am-9:00pm,
	MWF 11:30-12:00or by appointment on T/TH
	The professor will NOT create any exams for those students who missed an exam, whether the reason is excused or unexcused. For those students who have an excusable absence for the date of the missed exam, their final exam grade will replace their miss...

