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6What works?y SoTL projects are organized around comparisons that measure the effectiveness of an SoTL

Guide cProject Design: Structuring the Learning Activities and Data Collectiony Vanderbilt University Center for
Teaching, 2013 approach or activity. You donft need access to two sections of the same course for such a
project. Instead, you can split one class into two groups: one that receives one type of assignment or
intervention and one that doesnit. (See model on previous page [Brown, 2006].)

If itis not feasible to split a class into two groups, there are alternatives when working with one group of
students. By adding two pretests to the intervention, you can validate your pretest data to improve the chances
that any changes seen in the post-test result from the intervention.
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For more information on qualitative and quantitative approaches, see the National Science Foundation's User-Friendly Handbook
for Mixed Method Evaluations.
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