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2025 Tennessee Governor’s School 
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Technological Innovation & 
Business Leadership 

At 

Tennessee Tech University 

 



General Information 

The Tennessee Governor’s Schools offer Tennessee high school students intensive learning experiences 

virtually or on postsecondary campuses. Each school system is encouraged to share the Governor’s 



Submitting the Application: 

 

Nominating educators should mail or electronically submit completed applications following 

directions provided by the respective Governor’s School(s). Applications submitted directly by 

students will not be accepted. The student may keep a copy of the application, excluding the 

confidential Teacher Reference forms and the confidential Counselor/Administrator Verification form; the 

nominating educator should keep one complete copy of the submitted application package. 
 

Application Submission Instructions 

 
Ensure applications are complete, arranged in the correct order, and contain all required signatures 

and documents as outlined below. 

 
1. Nominating educators must submit applications electronically or with a postmark no later 

than the deadline(s) listed on page two of each application. 

2. Each Governor’s School has specific essay and writing sample questions. All questions must be 

answered and submitted online or with the application packet. 

3. Class rank, class size, numerical test scores, etc., must be verified by the school counselor or 

school administrator, if available. Please note that while PSAT, SAT, and ACT scores are not 

mandatory, but school administrators are strongly encouraged to include this information if 

available. 

4. Students are to list two teachers (see school-specific list) to complete the confidential Teacher’s 

Reference forms. If the teacher is not the faculty member nominating the student, he/she should 

return the completed reference forms directly to the nominating educator. There is a space 

available at the bottom of the teacher reference form to put the name of the school personnel to 

whom the form is to be returned. 

5. An official transcript must be included in the application packet or uploaded online. 
6. A personal photo is not required but is an optional submission document. 

 
 

Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Application Checklist 

Is this application complete? 

տ Applicant Information

 

 



Governor’s Schools of Tennessee - Applicant Information Form 



 
Application Questions 

Instructions 

Questions 1 and 2 must be submitted in the form of video responses. Please post your one-minute response as a 

public YouTube video, and email both URLs to govschonl@tntech.edu. Question 3 should be answered in 100-200 

words and typed on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

1. What problem are you most passionate about solving? (One minute. Title video: "Student Name - Passionate") 

 

2. Why do you want to participate in the TN Governor's School for Technological Innovation and Business 

Leadership? 

(One minute. Title video: "Student Name - Why?") 

 

3. There are usually six corporate leaders in a company, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Chief Financial Officer 

(CFO), Chief Operations Officer (COO), Chief Technology Officer (CTO), Chief Marketing Officer (CMO), and Chief 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Certification of Application 

Preference Indication 

Any student applying to multiple Governor’s Schools 

must rank the schools in order of preference on this 

form only (1=most preferred, etc.). It is not 

necessary to rank schools to which the student will 

not apply. 

Ranking Governor’s School 

 Agricultural Sciences 

 Arts 

 Computational Physics 

 Emerging Technologies 

 Humanities 

 Technological Innovation & Business Leadership 

 



Nominating Educator Printed Name 

Nominating Educator Signature  Date 



 
To the counselor/school administrator: The student listed below is applying for selection to a Tennessee 

Governor’s School. A complete application requires the following information and verification from you. While information pertaining 

to some of the following items may not be available for all students, please include all available information. Use the latest scores 

available. If your school does not rank, enter “do not rank” or “none.” 

Student Information 

   

 Last Name  First Name   Middle Name 

☐ 10th ☐ 11th
     

Current 

Grade 

Class Size Class Rank “HOPE Scholarship GPA”   Cumulative GPA 

☐ CTE (specify career cluster) ☐ Science and 

Math 

☐ Humanities ☐ Fine Arts ☐ AP/IB ☐ Other (specify) 

Elective Focus 

If the above-referenced student does not meet the prerequisites set forth in the application packet, is not 

academically qualified, and/or you would not recommend

https://www.tn.gov/education/career-and-technical-education/career-clusters.html


Counselor/Administrator Verification 



Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Teacher Recommendation Guide 
The two confidential Teacher Recommendation forms should be completed as follows: 

Governor’s School Teacher Recommendation 1 Teacher Recommendation 2 

Agricultural Sciences Applicant’s choosing Applicant’s choosing 

Arts Arts area teacher Applicant’s choosing 

Computational Physics Science teacher Math teacher 

Emerging Technologies Science teacher Math teacher 



Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Confidential Teacher Recommendation 

Student Information 

   

Last Name First Name Middle Name 

 

Educator nominating applicant: Deadline to return teacher recommendation 

 

To the teacher: The above-referenced student is applying to attend one of the Tennessee Governor’s Schools, an 

intensive residency or virtual program for mature, gifted, and talented students. This applicant has 



Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Confidential Teacher Recommendation 

(cont’d) 
5. What is your best judgment about this applicant’s emotional maturity and stability to deal with an  

intensive residency program in which he/she will meet new people, face new situations, and encounter 



Governor’s Schools of Tennessee – Confidential Teacher Recommendation 

Student Information 

   

Last Name First Name Middle Name 

 

Educator nominating applicant: Deadline to return teacher recommendation 

 

To the teacher: The above-referenced student is applying to attend one of the Tennessee 




